
 

August 7th & 8th, 2021   

1244 St. Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409 
 

Parish Office & Rectory: (707) 539-4495 FAX (707) 539-3343                                     

E-mail: holy-spirit@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.holyspirit-sr.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Pastoral Staff: 
 

Pastor, Fr. Ron Serban, Ext. 12 

Deacon, John Storm, 479-5424, Ext. 10,  

jstorm@srdiocese.org                                                                                                               

Office Administrator, Carlea Warren-Rossi, Ext. 10                                                                                          

Director of Faith Formation, Megan O’ Neill, Ext. 13  

m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com 

Director of Parish Music, Brenda Roberts, 321-9057 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, 537-7835 *Mondays 2-3:30 pm                                                                                  

Men’s Club, Kirt Schlander, 539-4066 

Women’s Club, Jane Hoffman, 540-2997 

Holy Communion Visitation, Fred Walsh, 291-4848                                                                   

Prayer Chain, Diane Bowman, 539-9035 

Parish Finance Council Chair, Steve Imboden, 537-9166  

Parish Advisory Council Chair, Mike Cusack,  

michaelcusack@aol.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Please call the office 539-4495 to schedule an appointment 
 

For other Sacraments:  
 

Please call the Parish Office 

6 months in advance for Marriage 

3 months in advance for Baptism 

Photo credit: dove image above made by Patty Zack 

GOOD NEWS! 
  

Sunday Masses are recorded 

each week and uploaded to 

our YouTube channel,        

Holy Spirit – Santa Rosa, 

links to which will also be  

included on the Facebook page and website. 
Please copy and paste into search bar:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCquuuI6w8ZUE14rZZUed6QQ/videos 
 

Thanks to all volunteers and those who 

have  offered help during the quarantine. It 

is much appreciated! 

Online Donations now Available! 
 

Parishioners now have the option to donate 

online to Holy Spirit Church. Click the 

link below to donate: 
 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/6d655f38-19e5-
4d51-a0e9-eb4ec137e60b?
fbclid=IwAR0B6gxbOw559gro12HDtiVcYqk2WWVUj-
pSLzAYWPthpE_nDxfuf4tWiyY  
 

(The link is also available on the website and 

Facebook page) 

Mass & Service Schedule:  
 

Weekday Masses: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri at 9am;  

Tuesdays are communion services at 9am; 

Saturday Vigil Mass at 5pm; 

Sunday Masses at 8am & 10:30am;  

Mass 1st Saturday of the month at 9am. 

http://www.holyspirit-sr.org
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

August 7th & 8th, 2021 

……from your Pastor’s Desk 

Appreciating What We Have 

  

We all know people that are complainers. I know someone that if I said “I ‘d like to give you a hundred dollars” and handed 
her a Benjamin – she’d frown and say “Don’t you have 2 fifty’s ???” Well, we all do our fair share of complaining, and some-
times with good reason.  We complain about the weather a great deal. How many times have I been asked ‘Is it hot enough for 
ya?’ Or, conversely, ‘Cold enough?’  The answers are always, ‘Yes’ and ‘No’. 
  
We complain about all kinds of things. If we are not careful we can find ourselves complaining about nothing in particu-
lar, just complaining! 

-We can easily get ourselves into a very negative frame of mind. 
-We see the problems but we see nothing else. 
-We fail to see the bigger picture which will nearly always have brighter shades in it. 
 
Sadly, then, our vision can be restricted to what is wrong or missing or lacking.   
What a miserable outlook on life, yet we see it all too often. 
  
Today’s Gospel opens with the Jews complaining to each other about Jesus. As far as they were concerned, He was a problem, 
and they could not see beyond the problem. They had always known Him as the son of Joseph, the carpenter from Nazareth; 
they knew His family and His mother. Yet, here He was claiming to be the bread that came down from heaven. They were 
scandalized that one of their own could make such claims for himself. Their response to Jesus was to complain about him. 
  
Complaining on its own is rarely an adequate response to anything or anyone; it is certainly not an adequate response to the 
person of Jesus. Jesus calls for a very different kind of response. He speaks of this response initially as coming to Him. To 
come to Jesus is the first step on the way to faith. 
  
In the first chapter of John’s Gospel, when Jesus meets the disciples of John the Baptist for the first time He says to them, 
‘Come and see.’ They came, they saw, and eventually they went on to believe in Him. Jesus’s call to come to Him is given 
even to those who already believe. He calls those who believe to come closer to Him so as to believe more fully, more deeply. 
As followers of Jesus, we spend our whole lives coming to Him. We never fully arrive to Him in this life; we never fully grasp 
Him, either with our minds or with our hearts. This is not a bad thing. We are always on the way towards Him.  No matter 
where we are on our faith journey, the Lord keeps calling on us to come. 
  
Jesus declares in the Gospel that nobody can come to Him unless drawn by the Father. We cannot come to Jesus on our own; 
we need God’s help. The good news is that God the Father is always drawing us to the Son. When Jesus says to us, ‘Come’, 
we are not just left to our own devices at that point. There is always more going on in our relationship with Jesus than just our 
own human efforts. That should give us great encouragement because we know from our experience that our own efforts can 
fail us in the area of our faith as in other areas. God the Father will be working in our lives helping us to come to the Son; God 
will draw us to Jesus. 
  
The language of the Gospel is very graphic. Jesus speaks of Himself as the bread that comes down from heaven and calls on us 
to eat this bread. When we hear that kind of language we probably think instinctively of the Eucharist. 
Yet, it might be better not to jump to the Eucharist too quickly. 
  
The Lord invites us come to Him and to feed on His presence, and in particular to feed on His Word. In the Jewish Scriptures 
bread is often a symbol of the Word of God. We may be familiar with the quotation from the Jewish Scriptures, ‘we do not live 
on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 
We need physical bread, but we also need the spiritual bread of God’s word. 
We come to Jesus to be nourished by His Word. The food of His Word will sustain us on our journey through life, just as, in 
the first reading, the baked scones sustained Elijah, until he reached his destination, the mountain of God. 
  
When we keep coming to Jesus and feeding on His Word, that Word will shape our lives. It empowers us to live the kind of 
life that Saint Paul puts before us in the second reading, a life of love essentially, a life in which we love one another as Christ 
loved us, forgive one another as readily as God forgives us. 
  
That, in essence, is our baptismal calling. 
And that, in essence is nothing to complain about. 
  

Father Ron 



August 14th & 15th–  

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Ministers 

Sat, Aug. 14th 

5:00 pm 

#1– J. McHugh 

#2– M. Davis 
TBD 

Sun, Aug. 15th 

8:00 am 

#1– K. Schmoll 

#2– K. Leroy 
Elizabeth McDonnell 

Sun, Aug. 15th 

10:30 am 

#1– L. Johnson 

#2– D. Bowers 

Diane Hobaugh, 

Loyde Johnson & 

Sherry Johnson 

Mass Schedule August 7th-15th 
 

08/07   Sat     9:00am     †Marino Michicich 

08/07   Sat     5:00pm     †Francis DeSimone 

08/08   Sun    8:00am     †Sam McCullagh  

08/08   Sun   10:30am    For the People 

08/09  Mon    9:00am     Julie Radcliff 

08/10  Tues    9:00am     Communion Service 

08/11  Wed    9:00am     Lynn & †Steve Lankord’s 

          Wedding Anniversary 

08/12  Thurs  9:00am     Julie Radcliff 

08/13   Fri      9:00am     Available 

08/14   Sat     5:00pm    †Dorothy Williams 

08/15   Sun    8:00am     For the People 

08/15   Sun   10:30am   †Dennis DeCota 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND THOSE WHO 

NEED OUR PRAYERS: The intentions of the Holy 

Spirit Prayer Chain, Tristan Humble, Karen D’Ambrogi, 

Pat LaRussa, Ken Hicks, Becky Crozier Stephens, 

Kathy Castro, Helen Hubbard, Phyllis Smith, 

Lorri Pimentel, Jeanne Anderson, Marlene 

Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Carol Ricci, Nora Ward, 

Doug Harman, Karin Lee, Margaret Duffy,  

Maria Alvarez, Diane Gavin, Gabor Toth, Jay 

Zemansky, Jim Costa, Mary Davis, Bill Davis, 

Arthur Tyler, Lisa Bennett, Julie Remillard, 

Eric M., John Bussi, Larry Baker, Albert M. 

Freitas, Clementina Farias-Alvarez. 
 

FOR THE SOULS OF:  Martin Bowman, Carole   

Dunlap, John Pavelka, Leo Capocchi, David 

Capocchi, Maria Prentiss, Helen Craig, Gary 

Knivila, Roy Purugganan, Yvette Fallandy, 

Kathy Stevens, Bob Charbonnier, Christine 

Bobrowski, Clara Fisch, Edna Beechinor,  

Carol Deghi, Odin McRae, Rachael Dudley, 

Deacon Jim Herscher, Jim Mendez, Juanita 

Lyman and Donna Simmons. 

MASS INFORMATION 

Please call the office, 539-4495 if you wish to have 

someone remain on the prayer list or add someone to 

the list. Each name will remain for 3 months from the 

time we receive a request unless we hear otherwise. 

Blessings! 

Last Week’s Plate Collection:   $5,190 
Last Week’s Online Collection:   $1,445 
Building & Maintenance Collection:   $3,119     



FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION 

FOR ALL AGES  

Youth Ministry is available for all 8
th

 to 12
th

 graders 
  

Wednesday evenings 7-8:30PM! 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

This new year of youth ministry looks different (as all ways of life do these days), gathering on 
Zoom and hopefully in person too!  If you are looking for a group of friends to explore who we 
are as Catholic Christians in our everyday lives, relax with some fun games and prayer we meet 
every Wednesday Night, and you are invited to join us! 
 

We will begin our new year on Wednesday, September 15th! 
 

Contact Megan O’Neill (m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com) for an invitation to our Zoom Gatherings. 

Faith Formation… Grades K-5
th

 and Confirmation Preparation 
 

We are in the process of creating our combination in-person and on-line Faith Formation pro-
grams for Fall 2021. In the next week… 
 

• If you are a returning Faith Formation family, please check your email for more information 
and registration link.  

• If you are new to Holy Spirit and are not on our Faith Formation mailing list please contact 
Megan O’Neill by email (m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com) so all the information can be sent to you 

 

Registration information will be sent out by August 12th available by email (to all return-
ing Faith Formation families) and on our website. 
  

Faith Formation gatherings will begin: 
 

Confirmation Monday, September 13th 

 

Family Faith Formation (K-5) Sunday, September 19th 
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