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1244 St. Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409 
 

Parish Office & Rectory: (707) 539-4495 FAX (707) 539-3343                                     

E-mail: holy-spirit@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.holyspirit-sr.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Pastoral Staff: 
 

Pastor, Fr. Ron Serban, Ext. 12 

Deacon, John Storm, 479-5424, Ext. 10,  

jstorm@srdiocese.org                                                                                                               

Office Administrator, Carlea Warren-Rossi, Ext. 10                                                                                          

Director of Faith Formation, Megan O’ Neill, Ext. 13  

m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com 

Director of Parish Music, Brenda Roberts, 321-9057 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, 537-7835 *Mondays 2-3:30 pm                                                                                  

Men’s Club, Kirt Schlander, 539-4066 

Women’s Club, Jane Hoffman, 540-2997  

Holy Communion Visitation, Fred Walsh, 291-4848                                                                   

Prayer Chain, Diane Bowman, 539-9035 

Parish Finance Council Chair, Steve Imboden, 537-9166  

Parish Advisory Council Chair, Mike Cusack,  

michaelcusack@aol.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Please call the office 539-4495 to schedule an appointment 
 

For other Sacraments:  
 

Please call the Parish Office 

6 months in advance for Marriage 

3 months in advance for Baptism 
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GOOD NEWS! 
  

Sunday Masses are recorded 

each week and uploaded to 

our YouTube channel,        

Holy Spirit – Santa Rosa, 

links to which will also be  

included on the Facebook page and website. 
Please copy and paste into search bar:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCquuuI6w8ZUE14rZZUed6QQ/videos 
 

Thanks to all volunteers and those who 

have  offered help during the quarantine. It 

is much appreciated! 

Online Donations now Available! 
 

Parishioners now have the option to donate 

online to Holy Spirit Church. Click the 

link below to donate: 
 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/6d655f38-19e5-
4d51-a0e9-eb4ec137e60b?
fbclid=IwAR0B6gxbOw559gro12HDtiVcYqk2WWVUj-
pSLzAYWPthpE_nDxfuf4tWiyY  
 

(The link is also available on the website and 

Facebook page) 

Mass & Service Schedule:  
 

Weekday Masses: Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri at 9am;  

Tuesdays are communion services at 9am; 

Saturday Vigil Mass at 5pm; 

Sunday Masses at 8am & 10:30am;  

Mass 1st Saturday of the month at 9am. 
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

September 11th & 12th, 2021 

……from your Pastor’s Desk 
 

Hello Friends, 
 

What a year it’s been With the pandemic, the 
smoke, the possibility of another fire,  social dis-
tancing, vaccine or no vaccine, sheltering in 
place and having to wear these darn masks – we 
cannot help but focus on just surviving today. 
But, today, 9/11/21 is also a commemoration of 
the most infamous 9/11/01. The day, 20 years ago, 
when America was attacked on her own home-
ground, and 2,977 people were killed. 
 

Here is something I wrote 5 years ago. Very unset-
tling that it also relates to our current pandemic, 
and, also, the seeming need to place blame. Just 
change a few words and dates and it could be 
speaking of today. But instead of doing that, I sub-
mit it is as originally written.  
 

Folks, we’ve been through a lot. People ask me 
‘What’s Next’?  Honestly, I don’t know.  Yet I do 
know whatever it is, we will face it together.  
 

So – written 5 years ago: 
 

September 11th, 2001. 15 years ago today the world 
changed. We remember the events of 9/11. We know exact-
ly where we were when it happened. We remember the last 
minutes of those who died as well as the heroic efforts to 
save the survivors. We remember hearing the replays of the 
Cell Phones Calls. The Name of loved ones spoken by those 
about to die. Not Revenge. Not Hate. But Love. One more 
time to speak to those they loved. One last time, in this 
world, to speak to those they loved. And Flight 93 - gave 
their lives so others might live. 

 

Our nation changed 15 years ago. It became unified 
in its loss, its suffering, its mourning. Did it change for the 
better?   I think that is still in process. In process as we 
move through the classical stages of grief. 

 

1. Denial: What?  Is this a sick hoax?  This can’t be happen-
ing to America!   
2. Anger:  Why did they do this to us?  Aren’t we the 
‘good guys’? 
3. Bargaining:  If we go on the attack – then we will be safe !!!! 
4. Depression:  So many people became numbed and sad 
that we can no longer protect ourselves...and maybe haven’t 
been for a while. The American Dream has turned into a 
nightmare.... 
5. Acceptance:  I’m ready for whatever comes. This is the 
big one – Are You ready for what comes next? 
 

Today we pray that days like 9/11 will never happen 
again. But a strong military or a tough foreign affairs policy 
or strengthening our boarders isn’t going to do it. And we 
can only do that by changing our hearts - As individuals and 

as a nation. ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you’; Scripture says. Sadly, its wisdom is not yet ingrained 
in our humanity.  It is as if individually and collectively we 
too easily overlook this guidance. Perhaps the reality of 
original sin is to be found in our short-sightedness. We need 
to take to heart this and other steps towards salvation in to-
day’s readings.  

 

Jesus personalizes this best of guidelines to right 
living by telling us, ‘Be merciful just as also your Father is 
merciful’.  That – my friends is the next step I asked if you 
were ready for. Are you ready to forgive? 

 

‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you’. 
Luke 6:27-28. Can we replace anger and hatred and venge-
ance with mercy, and pardon and forgiveness? 
 

No....we can’t. Not by ourselves anyway. Yes – we can. But 
only by the Grace of God. The same Grace that our Savior 
received the same Grace we will celebrate this Wednesday 
of the Feast of the Exultation of the Holy Cross.  
 

We pay greatest tribute to those who have died by 
taking the best parts of their lives and incorporating them 
into our own - those who gave their lives for others - the 
firemen, policemen, paramedics, clergy, the people of flight 
93 - those who spoke their final words as words of love and 
forgiveness. All, in a way, paid tribute to the one who loved 
us first, most and always. That man on the cross. Let us em-
ulate them. Let us emulate Him. ‘Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do...’ 

 

I think the atrocities committed on 9/11 were done 
by people who knew full well what they were doing. But 
that is not what Jesus meant. If anyone really understood 
and believed in the sanctity of each and every human life 
they would protect each and every one at any cost. To open 
Heaven’s-Gate Jesus had to forgive even those who killed 
him to complete His work on earth. The final act of reconciliation. 

 

If we don’t forgive we can’t move forward..... And 
every day is 9/11. If we keep our hearts hardened – we keep 
God out and the prayer to ‘Our Father’ becomes condemna-
tory instead of salvific - if we ask God to forgive us as we 
do not forgive others. If we don’t extend mercy – then they 
did win....and we remain defeated.  But the Cross for us is a 
sign of victory – not defeat. Let us take these Gospel words 
to heart..... “Peter approached Jesus and asked him, Lord, if 
my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As 
many as seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I say to you, not 
seven times but seventy-seven times.  

 

I lost personal friends 15 years ago. I have to make 
a concentrated effort to be forgiving. Some days it is more 
difficult than others. But then I only need look at the Cruci-
fix and remember how much I am forgiven. 

 
Father Ron 



September 18th & 19th–  

24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Mass Schedule September 11th-19th 
 

09/11   Sat     5:00pm    Victims of Terrorism 

09/12   Sun    8:00am     For the People 

09/12   Sun   10:30am   †Warren Bowers 

09/13  Mon    9:00am    Karin Lee’s birthday 

09/14  Tues    9:00am    Communion Service 

09/15  Wed    9:00am    Julie Radcliff 

09/16  Thurs  9:00am    Millie & David Plagge’s 

        43rd Wedding Anniv. 

09/17   Fri      9:00am    Available 

09/18   Sat     5:00pm    Dick & Joanne Landen’s 

        60th Wedding Anniv. 

09/19   Sun    8:00am    For the People 

09/19   Sun   10:30am   †Roger Cooney 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND THOSE WHO 

NEED OUR PRAYERS: The intentions of the Holy 

Spirit Prayer Chain, Tristan Humble, Karen 

D’Ambrogi, Pat LaRussa, Ken Hicks, Becky Cro-

zier Stephens, Kathy Castro, Helen Hubbard, 

Phyllis Smith, Lorri Pimentel, Jeanne Ander-

son, Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Carol Ricci, 

Nora Ward, Doug Harman, Karin Lee, Margaret 

Duffy,  Maria Alvarez, Diane Gavin, Gabor Toth, 

Jay Zemansky, Jim Costa, Mary Davis, Bill Da-

vis, Arthur Tyler, Lisa Bennett, Julie Remillard, 

Eric M., John Bussi, Larry Baker, Albert M. 

Freitas, Clementina Farias-Alvarez, Bill de 

Lambert, Ruth Ann Haisey, Lew & Margie 

Chase, Ward Thompson and Anthony Ibarra. 
 

FOR THE SOULS OF:  Martin Bowman, Carole   

Dunlap, John Pavelka, Leo Capocchi, David 

Capocchi, Maria Prentiss, Helen Craig, Gary 

Knivila, Roy Purugganan, Yvette Fallandy, 

Kathy Stevens, Bob Charbonnier, Christine 

Bobrowski, Clara Fisch, Edna Beechinor, Carol 

Deghi, Odin McRae, Rachael Dudley, Deacon 

Jim Herscher, Jim Mendez, Juanita Lyman and 

Donna Simmons. 

MASS INFORMATION 

Last Week’s Plate Collection:   $7,436 
Last Week’s Online Collection:   $1,695 
Build. & Maint. Collection:   $4,180 

 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Ministers 

Sat, Sep. 18th 

5:00 pm 

#1– P. Anderson 

#2– K. Schmoll 
TBD 

Sun, Sep. 19th 

8:00 am 

#1– L. Davis 

#2– B. Antoniuc 
Kurt Kunde 

Sun, Sep. 19th 

10:30 am 

#1– M. Davis 

#2– H. Kelley 

Dave Adams, 

Jacky Macy &  

Karen Shanahan 

God may have other plans…A three tree story 
 

There were three young trees growing together in the forest. 
 

They were young, healthy, and ambitious. They compared 
their dreams.  
 

One wanted to be part of the structure of a castle or a pal-
ace, so it would be a spectator in the lives of the high and 
mighty of society.  
 

The second wanted to end up as the mast in one of the tall 
ships, sailing around the world with a great- sense of adventure.  
 

The third hoped to end up as part of some public monu-
ment, where the public would stop, admire, and take photo-
graphs. 
  

Years passed by, and all three were cut down.  
 

The first was chopped up, and parts of it were put together to form a manger for a stable in Bethlehem.  
 

The second was cut down, and the trunk was scooped out to form a boat, which was launched on the Sea of 
Galilee.  
 

The third was cut into sections, two of which were put together, to form a cross on Calvary.  
 

Although their individual dreams did not transpire - each had a unique and special part to play in the greatest 
story ever told -  the story of redemption. 

Image above made by Carlea Warren-Rossi 

 



FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION 

FOR ALL AGES 

Youth Ministry is available for all 8th to 12th graders on 
 

Tuesday evenings 7-8:30PM beginning Sept. 21st! 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Looking for a group of friends to explore who we are as Catholic Christians in our everyday lives?  
Need a group of awesome teens to relax with some fun games? 
Wanting new ways to pray and feel the hope of our loving God? 
 

Join us on Tuesday evenings!  
 

We are holding registration on-line this year.  
 

Here is the link for all registration https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/d6809706-cb9a-4458-a640-1db9fa3e90c5 ,  
 

or go to our parish website www.holyspirit-sr.org  and click the ‘Religious Ed Registration’ button. 
 

All questions or concerns may be directed to Megan O’Neill m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com 

Family Faith Formation K-5th Grade will gather: 
 

Sunday 12:30-2PM beginning Sept. 19th or  
Wednesday 3:30PM-5PM beginning Sept. 22nd 

 

If Covid restrictions increase and we can’t meet in person, we will switch to Zoom sessions and they will 
be 1 hour in length. 

2nd year First Communion Preparation  

Parent and child will begin with all of us in the Whole Family Catechesis in September and continue through 
December. Preparation specifically for the Sacraments will begin in January. Register under Family Faith for-

mation and chose which day (Sun or Wed) is best for you.  

Confirmation Preparation (6th-9th grade) 
 

1st year Confirmation Prep:  Wednesday afternoons from 3:30-5pm beginning on September 22nd. 
 

2nd year Confirmation candidates:  Monday evenings beginning Sept 13th.  

 

 

 

All registration needs to be completed ASAP  
so we are ready to welcome you the week of September 13th to 22nd! 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  (R.C.I.A.) 
 

Those wishing to become Catholic or wanting to receive further Sacraments, i.e., Communion or Con-
firmation, may begin by attending RCIA Inquiry Classes These gatherings are designed to help the 
individual inquire about the Catholic Faith and the process in becoming a fully initiated member. 
 

If you are interested or for more information,  
contact Megan O’Neill m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com .  

We would love to walk beside your family in faith in the coming year! 
IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION 

 

Adult Faith Formation 
 
We gathered in 2019 to watch season 1 of “The Chosen”, together on Zoom. We are hoping to gather in person for Season 2, Thurs-
day afternoons 1-2:30PM for 9 weeks.   
If you haven’t viewed season 1 here is how you can watch it; “Watch for free in our mobile app (from anywhere in the world)! You 
can get it here: www.thechosen.tv/app or search "The Chosen" in your Apple or Android app store. From the app, you can stream to 
your TV using another device, such as Roku, Apple TV, Fire TV, Android TV, Chromecast, etc.” 
 
Join us on Thursday afternoons at Holy Spirit to view the second season of The Chosen.  We will gather in the Parish Hall at 1pm 
to view an episode with discussion and prayer to follow. We will begin on Sept. 23rd for a quick review of Season 1 and continue 
weekly until Nov. 18th. 
 
Contact Megan O’Neill m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com or 539-4495 to register by Sept. 16th . 
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