
Holy Spirit Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

July 23, 2014 
 

Call to order: 5:38pm. 

 

Opening prayer. 

Work of mercy: students act as pall bearers for those who have none.  Nice idea. 

1.  Comforting the immigrant: Clementina passed out information about drivers 
license program.  Organizing trainers for the classes in Oct. and Nov.  Collecting 
drivers license tests for practice.  Sample tests also available on line.   Will also have 
a police officer come in to talk to the class about what to do if they are stopped by an 
officer.  

In San Bernadino, St. V de P is looking for families for the refugees coming across the 
border.   Suzanne and Tony Batalia want to know if there is a way our parish can 
help. Can we make a monetary collection for legal aid or other?  Will check with 
Dana at St. V de P for a connection to receive money or clothing.  Someone in Texas 
is asking for clothes and money for these children.  Clementina will update us on 
this.   We could put something in the bulletin asking if anyone has any connection to 
someone who wants to foster a child or has any connection to help reunite children 
with their families. 

In El Paso,  Catholic organization is asking for no weakening of laws, children must 
have an attorney, and religious must be allowed access to boarder patrol facilities.   

Can we make a connection with St. V de P to “twin” with a congregation there.  Put 
info in the bulletin.   

Immediate urgency in this area.  Our action here is timely.   Paul will make calls 
tomorrow and get back to us. 

Might collect school supplies, too, to send down to border area.  

Are we taking a political stance on immigration? Ken suggests we need to be careful 
on how we want to help and the reasons we want to help.    Our current question is 
the immediate: how do we help those people who are here right now with family 
reunification and those impacted by the refugee situation:  food, clothing, shelter, 
access to religious practice.   

  Sergio suggests we can support legislation to make changes that support God’s will.  
Phyllis Bazanno is involved in such petitions.  Jesuits in Peru are giving company 
and comfort to the youngsters.  Without action, ideas don’t make a difference.  We 



are pilgrims walking towards change, take action.  Make connections.  Instead of 
talking so much, we need to take action.   

 

2.  Sheltering the homeless: 

Nora Ward said the women’s group will donate backpacks, if needed, for back to 
school.  Carol will check into it.   

Marcie Smothers donated significant money to make up the lost money to Catholic 
Charities. b/c of legislation. 

We got more 2-1-1 cards.  Can put in pews. Can write a bulletin announcement with 
a pulpit announcement to accompany.   Can we have the card as an ad on the back of 
the bulletin? Robin will sponsor it.    Tony will spearhead keeping the cards in stock, 
making ongoing/quarterly bulletin announcements, and keeping it running. Pulpit 
announcement can be made quarterly in addition. 

 

3.  Feeding the hungry: 

Two new volunteers: Mike Cussack to head up home visitation program; Dianne is a 
dietician and will help put inserts into the bags about food storage, cooking, recipes, 
etc. 

Let the parishioners know that extra garden crops can get donated to St. V de P.   

 

4.  Visiting the Prisoner: new volunteers; new forum re: Andy Lopez tragedy.  If 
interested, ask John.  Father David Shaw said the family has forgiven the officer, but 
there is still a group of people stirring the pot.  Three groups tend to emerge from a 
tragedy: those genuinely hurt seeking answers, government officials seeking 
solutions, professional agitators to leverage public sentiment to further a cause.   

Bill added that SR police given poor/minimal training; scared; not paid as well. As 
police in Marin County or SF, SR is terribly inadequate.  People not trained properly 
get frightened and shoot people.   

 

5.  Protecting the vulnerable:   With approval of Father Ron, will schedule an event 
in the Fall.   Mary talked to Karen Shanahan.  A lot of people in the parish may not 
have Durable Power of Attorney knowledge (for health; living trust/will).  This can 
be a part of the presentation.   The execution of a DPOA has some catechetical 
implications.  We need a presenter who is not just trying to sell something.  USCCB 
has a good, broad website with church teaching/positions on many topics.   



 

[Anthony Becker joined us. Will go to criminal justice program at Chico in the fall.]   

 

6.  Informing the uninformed:  Thank you,  Reylinda and daughter, for the sign and 
organizing the social time this past weekend.  One person signed up plus one phone 
call.  Next time, maybe we could draw them in better: a flier to distribute 
information and a survey to collect parishioners’ opinions.   We will have a chance to 
do it approx. once per year. 

 

7.  Visiting the lonely: delivering food via St. V de P, but also mission is to sit down 
and help the people with any other services they need.   Now want to try to make 
more regular contact with those with mental health issues.   

Boost Camp program of conductive education for children with Cerebral Palsy. At 
Rincon Valley Christian School they host children.  Eight-year-old girl six weeks ago 
who couldn’t sit up is now starting to walk. They are looking to expand this 
program.   Our parishioners can host a family for the summer in their homes.  
Looking for host families for five weeks in the summer, maybe even a week or two 
during Christmas.  Graduation is at 1:30 on Thursday, July 31 at RVCS.  Most of 
volunteers are high school kids. Three or four volunteers are working with one child 
to get motor connection between brain and muscles to expand mobility.  

 

Alcohol treatment program; raise money to get more psychologists into existing   
Sergio added that spirituality is a great remedy for addiction. 

Sergio recently had an insight that instead of trying to be American, just be 
Peruvian.  We need to make union at the level of our parish doing things at our 
parish level. We will get to know each other very well.   What’s missing is making 
connections between people with money/power and those without.  We have to 
break that. Come up with a plan to bring these people into the parish, tap their 
resources.  People with more economical resources are willing to get involved to 
give what they can give. There are some people that we have to reach.    Christo Rey 
High School for poor people but paid by people who have money.  Paul responded 
with the example of St. V de P getting donations.  John suggested that Catholic 
Charities does engage those with means for support.   

 

Next month’s meeting is August 27, 5:30pm.   


