Holy $pirit Catholic Church

Ministering to the people in Rincon Yalley and beyond

1244 $t Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409

Parish Office & Rectory: (707) 539-4495 FAX (707) 539-3343
E-Mail: holy-spirit@sbcglobal.net Website: www.holyspirit-sr.org
Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9:30 to 2:30

Pastoral Staff:

Fr Ron Serban, Pastor, Ext. 21

Deacon John Storm, 479-5424, jstorm@srdiocese.org
Tara Kowalski, Office Manager, Ext. 10

Megan O’ Neill, Director of Faith Formation (Grades 1-12)
Ext. 12, m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com

Andrew Darrow, Liturgical Music, 539-4495

St Vincent de Paul Society, 537-7835

Joe Piasta, Men’s Club, 576-7850 Ext. 102

Cheryl Dudley, Women'’s Club, 539-5313

Patty Edson, Holy Communion Visitation, 538-3208
Diane Bowman, Prayer Chain 539-9035

For other Ministerial Staff:
Please phone the office (707) 539-4495

Mass Schedule:

Saturday: 5pm.

Sunday: 7:30 & 10:15 am.

Liturgy of the Word for Children: Sundays 10:15 am.

Weehdays: Mondays-Thursday & First Friday & First Saturdays 9am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Every Thursday and First Saturdays following 9 am Mass
or at the Rectory with an appointment

For other Sacraments:

Please call the Parish Office
6 months in advance for Marriage
3 months in advance for Baptism



http://www.holyspirit-sr.org

23nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
SEPTEMBER 9/10

A Lovcﬁtory

Today’s Mass is all about love. Not the hearts and flowers type, but nitty-gritty stuff. What happens when someone
misbehaves and hurts me? What should I do, “punch em’ out”?

No. Jesus lays out a detailed plan in the Gospel about how to help someone within the Christian community who
has done you harm. This plan applies whatever the damage was: saying unfair things behind your back, embarrass-
ing you in public, stealing, or unfaithfulness, etc. You name it.

First, I should go to the person and let him or her know that I believe I have been hurt by what they did or said.
This is not an opportunity to “let my anger out,” to get my rights, or worse, to hurt them in return. It is an attempt
to repair the relationship, no matter whose fault it was. It is an effort to help, not hurt.

Of course, in today’s story, Jesus is presuming that there is a basis of love between you and the other person. An-
other way to say it is that you are both members of “the church.”

What if going to the person does not succeed? Jesus says you should next take two or three witnesses along. They
will back you up if your interpretation of the problem is correct. If the person still does not listen, keep trying, he
says. Tell the church. Continue to work on it until the matter is smoothed out. Let truth and forgiveness rule.

The underlying reason behind this whole strategy is hinted at in the First Reading. There the Lord says that Ezekiel
must speak out to a person when they are doing evil and have been warned by the Lord.

The point is not to punish them, or to turn Ezekiel into a police interrogation unit. The point is to try and help that
person back from the danger to their own self and to the community. “Frighten the poor sheep back,” as the poet
Hopkins puts it. You must speak out.

A personal story. | had a terrible disagreement with a colleague/friend years ago. We were working together on a
musical event and it seemed to each of us that the other had done something unforgivable, hurtful and unprofes-
sional. Believe me, I do not know who was right and who was wrong. But we spoke about it one-on-one and grad-
ually came back into each other’s good graces. We remained perhaps wary—but still very good friends.

The same thing happened again several summers later. I was the one who “blew up” because of the wrongs I abso-
lutely knew were being done to me in rehearsal. I even sent a peeved email. My friend sent a scorcher in return.

Then we worked together to create a great show! We knew instinctively what had happened. “We were both tired
and quite stressed out, weren’t we?” my friend said. “So we each did our stressed-out thing. But we were both try-
ing to help the show be wonderful.”

As you can guess, we remain great friends. This is how it can work when Christians are “all foo human” and hurt
each other. It is not a matter of who broke the rules. All the rules are summed up in a single axiom, namely, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself™ (Second Reading).

How good it is.

John Foley, SJ
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Hurricane Harvey Relief ..All funds collected for this one-time special appeal will be sent by
the Diocese of Santa Rosa to USCCB be used to support the efforts of Catholic Charities USA,
the official domestic relief agency of the U.S. Catholic Church, as they and their member
agencies respond to immediate emergency needs for necessities such as water, food, shelter,
and medical care as well as to the long term needs to rebuild and recover after widespread de-
\_ struction. Thank you for your generosity! Y,




LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION:

$ 6,489.00

LAST WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION: $ 2,205.00

BUILDING MAINTENANCE:

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION:

DIOCESAN SEMINARIAN FORMATION
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TMargaret &
Bill Ollenbrook
Mass for the People
Int. of Emily Gonzales
For the victims of
terrorism.
Int. of Carol DeBruin
Family
Int. of Anna Neal
TBill & Marie O’Neill
Communion Service
TRichard Landen
Mass for the People
TMuriel and Jim Miller

* Attention
¢« Upcoming Victorian Tea
Hostesses....

anne= :
g Ifyou would like to be a

hostess, please call
Margie DeMeo as soon
as possible at
707-538-3376

ALTAR FLOWERS
Our Altar flowers this
week are in Celebration
of Dino Alden’s
Birthday.

Happy Birthday!

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND THOSE WHO

NEED OUR PRAYERS: The intentions of the Holy
Spirit Prayer Chain, Steve Straessler, Tristan Humble,
Mauro DeTrizio, Kelly McGuire, Helen Hubbard, Joey
Benjamin, Karen D’Ambrogi, Bonnie Clark, Carol
Posehn, Louis Alan Hodson, Joan Ryan, Renee Dierckx,
Jackson Langdon, Nina Cantacessi, Debbie Sickma ,Lisa
Adams, Margaret Potchatek, Grace Anne Doyle, and Nick
Picek

FOR THE SOULS OF: Florence Becker, Fran Samuels,
Linda Capuano, Kitty Dobbert, Nathan Krempely, Jack
Macy, Fr. Tom Devereaux and Charlie Rogers

WOMENS CLUB WELCOME BACK DINNER

Sign ups are happening after Mass in the back of
the Church. Please join the wonderful women of
this Parish! Let’s celebrate and enjoy a meal
together!! Wednesday Sept. 13th at 6:30pm

Cost is $15.00 each.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readers Eucharistic Ministers Greeters Servers

Sat, Sept. 9th P. Anderson, M. Davis Mary Ellen Freisen, Joe Piasta Phillip Martha John-
5 pm Arlene Storm, Kweli Thompson | Carlsen son

K. Snodgrass
Sun., Sept. 10th B. Antoniuc, L. Kubo A. Arnerich, B. Connolly, K. Castro E.McDonnell
7:30 am E. McDonnell
Sun, Sept. 10th H. Kelly, S. Duffy D. Adams, K. & N. R. Reynolds
10:15 am J. Macy, R. Vidalin, Hicks B. Salvardor

M. & J. Wagner

Childrenés Liturgy of the Word — Jane Howard
Homebound Week of June 21: Patty Edson Friends House: Arlene Storm




FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES Grades 1-6 will begin;
TODAY (Sept. 10th)é . Sunday Classes

SEPETMEBER 13™¢ . Wednesday Classes

If you have yet to register your child, please give Megan O0Neill a call to see if there
is room in the class. (Wed. afternoon 2™ grade is FULL). We are looking for a few

—_— adults who would be willing to be an aide in our Faith Formation classes. Please con-
{ D{§ tact Megan O’Neill for more information.

OF STARTING A KINDERGARDEN FAITH FORMATION CLASS ON SUN-

( ] 6 . m é:KINDERGARDEN ANYONE? WE ARE LOOKING AT THE POSSIBILITY

DAY MORNINGS? It would begin the first week of October if we have enough students (and a catechist).

Please fill out the registration form in the back of the church (without a registration fee) and turn it into Megan

OQNeill as soon as possible.

4 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.1.A.)

Inquiry Classes have begun!

We are gathering on Thursday evenings in the Holy Family Room at 6:30PM.
If you are wishing to become Catholic or receive a Sacrament (i.e. First Communion
or Confirmation) that you have missed we would love to have you join our gather-
ings. Give Megan O’Neill a call or email to sign up or for more information!
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-/ From Natalie Di Lillo— Coordinator of Confirmation and High School Youth Ministry... \

Attention Confirmation Students: Classes begin Monday, September 11, 2017 @ 7PM-
8:30PM. Please bring a parent or a sponsor!

Youth Ministry Update
We will have our first youth ministry gathering Wednesday, September 20,2017 @ TPM-

8:30PM. We will be playing some games and getting to know each other!

A 4

You are invited to attend the Annual Women of the Year Luncheon on October 14, 2017

Place: Saint Apollinaris Church, 3700 Lassen St., Napa, CA 94558

Time: 9:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast
1 0 :—Q O : Business Meeting
11:00am Mass celebrated by Most Reverend Robert F. Vasa

Cost is $24.00 per person for lunch. Checks and reservations are due by September 22nd, 2017.
(Reservations are required in advance. Checks are to be made payable to SRDCCW.)
Nobody will be admitted without a paid reservation.

Please mail to: Connie Lynch Sorenson— 4 2 Zimpher Dr., Sebastopol, CA 95472
Also, enclosed you will find a drawing ticket for cash prizes which we encourage you to buy or sell for
our main fundraiser of the year. The more tickets sold, the greater the cash prizes. Please join us!




