Holy Spirit Catholic Church
January 9th& 10th, 2021
1244 St. Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Parish Office & Rectory: (707) 539-4495 FAX (707) 539-3343
E-mail: holy-spirit@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.holyspirit-sr.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Mass & Service Schedule:
If weather permits, we will continue to have
outdoor Masses held in the plaza at
2 pm on Saturday and 10:30 am on Sunday.
Please bring your own chair if possible.
Some chairs will be provided.

Pastoral Staff:
Pastor, Fr. Ron Serban, Ext. 12
Deacon, John Storm, 479-5424, Ext. 11,
jstorm@srdiocese.org
Office Administrator, Carlea Warren-Rossi, Ext. 10
Director of Faith Formation, Megan O’ Neill, Ext. 13
m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com
Director of Parish Music, Brenda Roberts, 321-9057
St. Vincent de Paul Society, 537-7835 *Mondays 2-3:30 pm
Men’s Club, Kirt Schlander, 539-4066
Women’s Club, Jane Hoffman, 540-2997
Holy Communion Visitation, Fred Walsh, 291-4848
Prayer Chain, Diane Bowman, 539-9035
Parish Finance Council Chair, Steve Imboden, 537-9166
Parish Advisory Council Chair, Mike Cusack,
michaelcusack@aol.com

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Please call the office 539-4495 to schedule an appointment

For other Sacraments:
Please call the Parish Office
6 months in advance for Marriage
3 months in advance for Baptism

GOOD NEWS!
Sunday Masses are recorded
each week and uploaded to
our YouTube channel,
Holy Spirit – Santa Rosa,
links to which will also be
included on the Facebook page and website.
Please copy and paste into search bar:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCquuuI6w8ZUE14rZZUed6QQ/videos

Thanks to all volunteers and those who have
offered help during the quarantine. It is much
appreciated!

Online Donations now Available!
Parishioners now have the option to donate
online to Holy Spirit Church. Click the
link below to donate:
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/6d655f38-19e54d51-a0e9-eb4ec137e60b?
fbclid=IwAR0B6gxbOw559gro12HDtiVcYqk2WWVUjpSLzAYWPthpE_nDxfuf4tWiyY

(The link is also available on the website and
Facebook page)
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The Baptism of the Lord
January 9th & 10th, 2021
Every now and then I’ll ask one of you to put down into writing something we had been talking about to
put in the bulletin. I usually call them ‘A View from the Pew’. However, in this case, it seems more appropriate to call it: ‘A View from the Plaza’.

Fr. Ron

Ordinary Time?
This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, marking the end of
the Christmas Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time in the Catholic Church. It is a time that is ordinary because it is numbered, counted, ordinal, not because it is commonplace any more than our current
lives are ordinary.
Our routines have been disrupted, but we have found ways to preserve
the things that matter most. We have a fundamental need to remain
joined in our faith, united in worship, and connected with each other.
Creative approaches such as outdoor mass have been embraced. While
outdoor masses enable broader attendance, there is an additional benefit. Parishioners have bonded in their participation to set up and stow
everything needed for the mass. It is heartwarming to see how eager
everyone, and, at every age, is to contribute. These are not merely tasks, but vehicles for inclusion, integrating us as one in the preparation of the mass. Despite social distancing, there is a great sense of community. There is joy in connecting with each other. Fair weather or foul (under protective canopies),
mass is celebrated.
More than ever, society has come to rely on the internet for communication and socializing. Holy Spirit
has welcomed this capability. The Holy Spirit website is a wonderful source for news on the parish and
spiritual enrichment through the Bulletin and other postings. Faith Formation classes are conducted via
Zoom. But those without internet access are not forgotten. Bulletins are mailed to those without computers. And outreach to parishioners continues, offering a connection to those in most need of compassionate
support.
I have noticed the commitment made to fill the spiritual needs of our parish. The sacraments are available
to the fullest extent possible, as appointments can be made with Fr. Ron for Reconciliation and other sacraments. There have been baptisms, resurrection masses, anointings, marriages and vow renewals. In November, fourteen young adults were confirmed by Fr. Ron in an outdoor setting. What an affirmation of
faith and hope for us all as they received the Gift of the Holy Spirit!
On Christmas Eve, we were able to welcome the Prince of Peace in joyful reverence at midnight
mass. On New Year’s Eve, as revelers in the neighborhood ushered in the new year with shouts and
horns, we released our prayers of hope in the tranquility of another midnight mass.
Together we have found ways to once again worship with one voice, in unison and harmony. We continue
to serve each other as Christ taught us.
I look forward to the future when ordinary is a little more commonplace, and more fully living the community we are.
Sincerely,

A Long-time Parishioner

MASS INFORMATION
Mass Schedule January 9th-17th
01/09 Sat 2:00pm Jordan Paul Nassar’s b-day
01/10 Sun 10:30am Dorothy Serban Nassar’s b-day
01/10 Sun
TBD
For the People
01/11 Mon 1:00pm †Roy Purugganan
01/12 Tues 1:00pm †Fr. Dave Shaw
01/13 Wed 1:00pm Available
01/14 Thurs 1:00pm †Warren Bowers
01/15 Fri 1:00pm Purugganan family
01/16 Sat 2:00pm Available
01/17 Sun 10:30am †Warren Bowers
01/17 Sun
TBD
For the People

January 16th & 17th –
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass

Readers

Sat, January 16th
2 pm

#1– P. Edson
#2– X. Saldana

Sun, January 17th
10:30 am

#1– L. Orr
#2– L. Johnson

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND THOSE WHO
NEED OUR PRAYERS: The intentions of the Holy
Spirit Prayer Chain, Steve Straessler, Tristan Humble, Karen D’Ambrogi, Nina Cantacessi, Pat
LaRussa, Ken Hicks, Jane Young, Becky Crozier
Stephens, Kathy Castro, Helen Hubbard, Leslie
Lindberg, Joanne Maniscalco, Phyllis Smith, Lorri
Pimentel, May Pierce-Betsill, Jeanne Anderson,
Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Christine
Bobrowski, Liz Mullins, Carol Ricci, Jennifer Shanahan, Mike Murray, Nora Ward, Doug Harman, Lorena Perez, Victoria Rodriguez, Jean
Sharp, Karin Lee, Juan, Mary Mendez, Margaret Duffy, Elly Manfredi, Arlene Pearson, Roy
Purugganan and all those affected by the
coronavirus outbreak.
FOR THE SOULS OF: Roger Cooney, Warren
Bowers, Jesusa Purugganan, James Fitzpatrick,
Martin Bowman, Carole Posehn, Carole Dunlap,
John Pavelka, George Trenz, Jane Grey
Dowgewicz, Leo Capocchi, David Capocchi, Maria Prentiss, Helen Craig, Gary Knivila, Geraldine
Musille, Fr. James McSweeney, Warren Schneider, Fr. David Shaw and Msgr. Gerald Brady.

The Baptism of the Lord
And a voice came from the heavens,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.” (Mark 1.)
Jesus has just been baptized by
John. There’s a crowd. Many of them have also
just been baptized. Jesus feels the enormity of
the occasion. Then, suddenly, something happens to change everything. The heavens open
and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a
dove and God speaks to His Son.
What an overwhelming experience it must
have been for everyone who witnessed the
event. Jesus had shown both acceptance of his
humanness and solidarity with the people. The
loving words of His Father gave Him strength and
courage to set out on the mission that would ultimately lead to the cross. He clearly knew God’s
Will and what He must do to follow it.
Unlike Jesus who began His ministry with
Divine endorsement, few of us can ever be certain that we are totally pleasing God. While we
strive to do God’s Will, very often it is not clear
whether God’s Will and our will are the
same. We tend to follow our inclination, assuming that since God placed these desires in our
hearts, we must be on the right track. When we
are nagged by self-doubt, there are two useful
questions for self—assessment.
-The first is to ask ourselves whether we
are at peace – whether personally or professionally. If we spread love and joy, then in all likelihood we are living out God’s dream for us.
-Secondly, we experience constant chaos
within and without, then we may need to pray for
clarity and seek advice from those wiser than
ourselves.

Father Ron

FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION
FOR ALL AGES
Family Faith Formation

Growing Up Catholic Faith Stories “God Calls”
This week is a Zoom Gathering on
Sunday, December 10th 9AM

“Kings and Queens”
This lesson focuses on explaining that the greatness of biblical royalty was bestowed by God on those who loved
God, not necessarily on the expected or powerful people of the time. It will also help us see ourselves as sharing
in this greatness through our gifts and our faith. Check your email for the link, and I will see you on Zoom!

2nd Year Confirmation
We will gather all registered 2nd year Confirmation prep. candidates and parent(s) on a Zoom Call for Dynamic Catholic’s Decision Point.

Monday, January 18th at 6:30PM
“Relationships - Part 2”
We will continue our lesson on relationships from last week…We
will explore how the Bible can show us what it means to be a friend
and what it means to have a friendship with Jesus. Pick up the Zoom
Link in your email on Thursday!

Youth Ministry is available for all 8th to 12th graders
THIS WEDNESDAY, January 13th 7-8:30PM
ZOOM GATHERING ‘THE CHOSEN’ EPISODE 2 ‘SHABBAT’
In this episode we get different perspectives of the celebration of Shabbat (Sabbath). We
will see Jesus perform a miracle that the holy leaders cannot, and we learn more about the
characters who will follow Jesus.
“The Chosen” is a crowd funded multi-season series about Jesus. You can find it at https://
studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen or download the app for free.
Contact Megan O’Neill (m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com) for an invitation to our Zoom Gatherings.

Adult Faith Formation…together on the journey
We are looking forward to a Lenten Series together, to grow in our relationship
with Jesus (Thursdays at 1PM - February 18th - March 25th). More information will
follow in the coming weeks. If you have any suggestions or would like to join us
please email Megan O’Neill at m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com .

