Holy Spirit Catholic Church
March 6th & 7th, 2021
1244 St. Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Parish Office & Rectory: (707) 539-4495 FAX (707) 539-3343
E-mail: holy-spirit@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.holyspirit-sr.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Mass & Service Schedule:
Masses are held indoors Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri at 9am.
Tuesdays are communion services at 9am.
Sunday Masses are held indoors at 8am & 10:30am.
We will still hold an outdoor Mass in the plaza on Saturday at 4pm.
Some chairs will be provided, but please bring your own chair if possible.
Lent: Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays at 3pm & 7pm.

Pastoral Staff:
Pastor, Fr. Ron Serban, Ext. 12
Deacon, John Storm, 479-5424, Ext. 10,
jstorm@srdiocese.org
Office Administrator, Carlea Warren-Rossi, Ext. 10
Director of Faith Formation, Megan O’ Neill, Ext. 13
m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com
Director of Parish Music, Brenda Roberts, 321-9057
St. Vincent de Paul Society, 537-7835 *Mondays 2-3:30 pm
Men’s Club, Kirt Schlander, 539-4066
Women’s Club, Jane Hoffman, 540-2997
Holy Communion Visitation, Fred Walsh, 291-4848
Prayer Chain, Diane Bowman, 539-9035
Parish Finance Council Chair, Steve Imboden, 537-9166
Parish Advisory Council Chair, Mike Cusack,
michaelcusack@aol.com

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Please call the office 539-4495 to schedule an appointment

For other Sacraments:
Please call the Parish Office
6 months in advance for Marriage
3 months in advance for Baptism

GOOD NEWS!
Sunday Masses are recorded
each week and uploaded to
our YouTube channel,
Holy Spirit – Santa Rosa,
links to which will also be
included on the Facebook page and website.
Please copy and paste into search bar:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCquuuI6w8ZUE14rZZUed6QQ/videos

Thanks to all volunteers and those who
have offered help during the quarantine. It
is much appreciated!

Online Donations now Available!
Parishioners now have the option to donate
online to Holy Spirit Church. Click the
link below to donate:
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/6d655f38-19e54d51-a0e9-eb4ec137e60b?
fbclid=IwAR0B6gxbOw559gro12HDtiVcYqk2WWVUjpSLzAYWPthpE_nDxfuf4tWiyY

(The link is also available on the website and
Facebook page)
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3rd Sunday of Lent
March 6th & 7th, 2021
Why So Upset?
The Gospel for this Third Sunday of Lent gives us a shocking picture of Jesus. Our gentle savior has turned
violent. He erupts as he sees merchants vend oxen, sheep and doves in the temple, sees money-changers doing base commerce in God’s house.
Not only is this unlike the Jesus we know, but doesn’t it violate the holy temple? These trades-people were
selling animals because living creatures were needed for burnt offerings. People had to buy them somewhere.
And they had to get their money changed, since so many of them came from lands with different currencies.
Sounds quite reasonable doesn’t it?
Not to Jesus. He yells, “you are desecrating my Father’s temple!” He grabs some dividing cords, yanking
them into a knot, and whips the vendors. Whips them! Quite a terrible sight. He heaves the carefully sorted
coins into an unholy mess on the floor and finishes up by hurtling the tables into this chaos he has created.
How in the world does such fury coincide with the quiet, humble Jesus we will see in Holy Week? There he
will barely say a word, even though his enemies will be violating the Father’s holiest temple of all, Jesus’
very self.
What is going on here?
Some external reasons for his vehemence are evident.
Vendors were allowed only in the courtyard of the temple, not inside where they now had established themselves. And perhaps the dishonest practices of outdoor market-places had stolen their way into the temple.
The thumb on the scale, the inflated prices, all of that.
There is another, internal reason which is much more important. Jesus knew with blessed certainty what human beings were created to be. We are made to be filled with God’s presence, to be beloved by God personally and to love God in return. We are most ourselves when we are not entrapped by riches honor and pride.
We are designed to “let go and let God.” Jesus must have been overwhelmed when he saw merchants winking at these Godly values, preferring cold cash and cheating for it at the dead center of sacred space.
Everything was upside down.
Why did he react so very differently during Holy Week? Why was he silent then? Because by then Jesus had
come to understand the depths of his mission: not just to do social action—that’s what the temple scene
was—not just to cure the people miraculously, not to preach from the hillsides. He saw that he must become
one with our death as well as our life, must unite with us in the terrible hurts we get from each other. Only
then could he show how very close God is.
Wrath for sure can be an understandable and just reaction to selfishness and greed. The merchants were seeking short-term profit at the expense of freedom, holiness, truth, and completion of the human spirit. Worse,
they were foisting all this upon the people Jesus had come to save.
No wonder he hurled himself against these blind money grubbers. His emotion was real and quite impressive.
But by contrast, on the cross he would empty himself out. He would surrender everything, including his fury,
a surrender that would cancel out the grubbing of the money changers.
Fr. John Foley, SJ
Copyright © 2021, John B. Foley, SJ All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.

MASS INFORMATION
Mass Schedule March 6th-14th
03/06 Sat 4:00pm †Mike Miller
03/07 Sun 8:00am For the People
03/07 Sun 10:30am †Richard & Virginia
Marson
03/08 Mon 9:00am Available
03/09 Tues 9:00am Communion Service
03/10 Wed 9:00am Julie Radcliff
03/11 Thurs 9:00am †Gayle Darling
03/12 Fri
9:00am †Martha DeBower
03/13 Sat 4:00pm Available
03/14 Sun 8:00am For the People
03/14 Sun 10:30am †Leo Capocchi

March 6th & 7th–
3rd Sunday of Lent
Mass

Lectors

Sat, March 13th
4 pm

#1– B. Connolly
#2– H. Komrij

Sun, March 14th
8:00 am

#1– P. Edson
#2– L. Davis

Sun, March 14th
10:30 am

#1– M. Cusack
#2– X. Saldana

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND THOSE WHO NEED
OUR PRAYERS: The intentions of the Holy Spirit Prayer
Chain, Steve Straessler, Tristan Humble, Karen
D’Ambrogi, Nina Cantacessi, Pat LaRussa, Ken
Hicks, Jane Young, Becky Crozier Stephens,
Kathy Castro, Helen Hubbard, Leslie Lindberg,
Joanne Maniscalco, Phyllis Smith, Lorri Pimentel,
May Pierce-Betsill, Jeanne Anderson, Marlene
Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Christine Bobrowski, Liz
Mullins, Carol Ricci, Jennifer Shanahan, Mike
Murray, Nora Ward, Doug Harman, Lorena Perez,
Victoria Rodriguez, Jean Sharp, Karin Lee, Mary
Mendez, Margaret Duffy, Elly Manfredi, Arlene
Pearson, Bob Charbonnier, Sherry Johnson,
Maria Alvarez, Diane Gavin, Julie Radcliff and all
those affected by the coronavirus outbreak.
FOR THE SOULS OF: Martin Bowman, Carole
Posehn, Carole Dunlap, John Pavelka, George
Trenz, Jane Grey Dowgewicz, Leo Capocchi,
David Capocchi, Maria Prentiss, Helen Craig,
Gary Knivila, Geraldine Musille, Fr. James
McSweeney, Warren Schneider, Fr. David Shaw,
Msgr. Gerald Brady, Roy Purugganan, Yvette
Fallandy, Lupe Barreto and Kathy Stevens .

Great for the Young and the Young-at-Heart!
From Pope Francis:

Using the fingers on your hand, start with the
thumb and pray these intentions in this order:
1.) The thumb is the closest finger to you. So, start
praying for those who are closest to you. They are
the persons easiest to remember. To pray for our
dear ones is a "Sweet Obligation."
2.) The next finger is the index. Pray for those who teach you, instruct you
and heal you. They need the support and wisdom to show direction to others.
Always keep them in your prayers.
3.) The following finger (the middle finger) is the tallest. It reminds us of our
leaders, the governors and those who have authority. They need God's guidance.
4.) The fourth finger is the ring finger. Even though it may surprise you, it is
our weakest finger. It should remind us to pray for the weakest, the sick or
those plagued by problems. They need your prayers.
5.) And finally, we have our smallest finger, the smallest of all. Your pinkie
should remind you to pray for yourself. When you are done praying for the
other four groups, you will be able to see your own needs but in the proper
perspective, and also you will be able to pray for your own needs in a better way.

FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION
FOR ALL AGES

Family Faith Formation (Grades K-6)
Sunday, March 7th Prophets and Heroes

God needs people to keep the world on the right track. Together we will explore the roles of prophets and heroes in salvation history and look for examples of them in today’s world. Join us on our Zoom Gathering (3/7) at
9AM. Please check you email for the Zoom link.

1st Reconciliation/Communion Candidates (2nd year)
We will gather on Zoom this Sunday (3/7) at 1PM for First Eucharist Preparation “Sunday is
Special”. Check your email for a Zoom link from Lynn Lankford.

2nd Year Confirmation
Our next Zoom session for Confirmation will be “The Church” on Monday, March 15th at
6:30PM. Please do not forget to send in your homework assignments from session 8 “The
Holy Spirit” by March 11th.

Youth Ministry is available for all 8th to 12th graders
THIS WEDNESDAY, March 10th, 7-8:00PM
ZOOM GATHERING “Getting to Know Jesus”
We will continue our theme of getting to know Jesus with speaker Maggie Craig from LA Congress. All high school teens are welcome to join us!
Contact Megan O’Neill (m.oneill-hsc@outlook.com) for an invitation to our Zoom Gatherings.

Adult Faith Formation…together on the journey
We are looking forward to continuing our Lenten Series on Zoom!

The Ascension Lenten Companion, Year B:
A Personal Encounter with the Power of the Gospel
Wednesdays at 1PM
Fr. Ron will lead us on Wednesday afternoons. We will watch a short video and reflect on the Lenten Sunday readings together. If you would like to join us, please email Megan O’Neill at m.oneillhsc@outlook.com or call the parish office. Megan will email you the Zoom link the Monday before
each week.

