
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Lynne DeCota, 707.981.8619 

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

August 2-3, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time—  August 2-3, 2025 

Where There’s a Will… 

 I was going through a bunch of files on my computer and came across a copy of my will 

from 1998. Like many, I was reticent to open it and read it. Some people even think that 

preparing a will , will, somehow hasten their own death. For the record, it does not. 

 The making of a will is one of the important acts of adulthood. We can be rather reluc-

tant to sit down and make our will. To do so is to acknowledge in a very concrete way 

that we are mortal, that one day we will leave our possessions to others. The author of 

the book of Qoheleth saw this as part of the meaninglessness of life – “a person who has 

labored… must leave what is his own to someone who has not toiled for it at all’. Yet, 

there can be great meaning in the act of leaving what is our own to those who have not 

labored for it. 

  In making our will, we are deciding how our earthly possessions at the time of death will 

be divided and distributed. The decisions we make in regard to our will speak volumes 

about who and what we really value in life. We leave our possessions to the people and 

the causes that are most significant for us. Our will is a statement of our loves and pas-

sions, our values and interests. 

 When a will is not made or when it is unclear, trouble very often ensues, as family mem-

bers attempt to interpret what the deceased person really intended. Non-family members 

can easily get drawn into the family quarrel. In the Gospel reading today, someone tries to 

draw Jesus into a family dispute about inheritance. Jesus seizes on this man’s request to 

warn against the dangers of greed. 

 Parents instinctively tell their children not to be greedy. However, greed is more an adult 

issue than a childhood one. In the gospels, children are always portrayed in a positive 

way. Jesus holds up children as models of how to receive the kingdom of God. He tells his 

own disciples, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child will never enter it”. Jesus suggests that children very often have the open hands and 

the open hearts that are needed to receive God’s presence and to respond to God’s call. 

 The antithesis of greed is generosity. The antithesis of the man in today’s parable is the 

poor widow who placed everything she had into the temple treasury, “all she had to live 

on”. We can all think of generous people like her, those who give generously of them-

selves to others, whether it is of their time, their energy, their resources, their possessions. 

We know that we have been enriched by such people. Those who are rich in the sight of 

God truly enrich the lives of others. We pray that when the Lord calls us to himself at the 

end of our lives, we too will have become rich in the sight of God. 

 So, speaking of wills. Let us always seek God’s Will first! 

Fr. Ron Serban 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $ 6,886 

Online General Collection     $ 1,283 

Mission Tanzania Seminary     $ 5,776 

This week’s second collection is for our  

Building and Maintenance Fund. 

Please write separate checks.  
 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1—Lynn L. 

#2—JoAnn A. 

Judith M. 

Shirley & Tim S. 

Arlene S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1—Larry K. 

#2—Bob A. 

Cindy H. 

Robin K. 

Sandy S. 

Marty S. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1—Carole A. 

#2—Deanna B. 

Dave A. 

Diane & John L. 

Jacky M. 

08/02 Sat 9:00 am † Jack Macy  

08/02 Sat  5:00 pm † Richard Landen  

08/03 Sun  8:00 am †Terry McNally 

08/03 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

08/04 Mon 9:00 am †Suzanne Szollar 

08/05 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

08/06 Wed 9:00 am † Larry Darling 

08/07 
Thur

s 
9:00 am 

†Dr. F.V. & Shirley 
DeSimone 

08/08 Fri 9:00 am † Mary Ellen Friesen 

08/09 Sat 9:00 am 
† Cecilia & Walter 

Conrad  

08/09 Sat  5:00 pm † Richard Landen  

08/10 Sun  8:00 am † Msgr. Henry Gomez 

08/10 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

MASS INTENTIONS: August 2—10, 2025 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: August 9-10, 2025 

FUNERALS 

Mary Ellen Friesen ~ Sat. Aug. 16 at 11 am 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Larry Bancroft, Roland Thibault, John Guth, 

Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, 

Janice Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa  

Shanahan, Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph 

Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott Humble,  

Diane Drew, John Scott, Jessica Berlo, 

Renee Ralls,  Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann Sapo-

rita, Juan Scott, Charlene Abayon, Gerri 

Peterson,  Carlos Perez, Donna McMullen, 

Sharon Leiberman, Mike Murray, Greg  

Macy, Gabriella Ibarra, John McHugh, 

Nancy Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, 

John Scrempos, Mike and Nancy Cusack,  

Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding, Donald 

Brent, Tristan Humble, Marlene Knivila,  

Jenny Lemp, Doug Harman, Margaret 

Duffy, Maria Alvarez, Lew and Margie 

Chase, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

John Vander Vennet, Frank Moreda, Gary 

Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt, Jerry  

DeSimone, Jim Murray, Laura Pontes,  

Jacob Busienei, Shelly Schofield, Catherine 

Kubo, Pope Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug 

Lightfoot, Judy Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez, 

Robert O’Donnell,  William Westendorf, Ken 

Campbell, John Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, 

Sharon Vaughn, Barbara Spaulding, Joseph 

Panara, Larry Darling, Bill Vinson,  Ario  

Bigattini, Joe Piasta, Patricia Breuer, Patrick 

Rodriguez, Lynda  Adams, Gail Azevedo,  

 Gloria McKay, Miriam Castillo 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 



CATHOLIC CHARITIES  

IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR  

CARING RIDES AND CARING VOICES.  

If you think you’d like to volunteer in 

one of those roles please call 

  (707) 528-8712 . 

LOST & FOUND  
(check the back of church or call the office) 

Found May 2025—Onity card for car lock –office      
Found 4/23/25—woman’s gold ring. –office 
Found in 2024—woman’s unique ring—office 

YOU CAN WATCH OUR MASS ON 

YOUTUBE! Remember, if you’re 

not feeling well enough to come 

to mass in person, please go to 

our YouTube channel. We livestream our 

Saturday evening mass. Past masses are also 

available to watch. Search for Holy Spirit 

Santa Rosa or click on https://

www.youtube.com/

We are always in need 
of people wanting to 

shop and arrange 
 flowers for the  

altar. If you would like 
more information 

about this ministry, please email our Lead  
Florist, cindy@holyspiritSR.org.  

 

Do you appreciate the screens  
during mass? Are you curious 
about how the slideshows are 

played?  We are in real need of more 
video board volunteers (especially for 

the 5 pm and 10:30 am masses).  
You are welcome to shadow our Video 
Operator during mass to see if this is 
something you would be interested in 

doing. We provide the training. You tell 
us when you are available to help. 

Teens are also welcome (get your vol-
unteer hours). Please reach out by 

email: office@holyspiritSR.org, or call 
707.539.4495. 

Q&A: What is a “rule of life” and 
why should I make one? 
A rule of life is simply a structured way to 
integrate regular prayer into your day. It’s a long-
standing practice among priests, monks, and 
nuns—but it’s not just for the consecrated. 
Everyone needs time each day to be with the 
One who loves us most. Your personal rule can 
be as simple or as detailed as you need; what 
matters is remaining faithful to the time you 
commit.  

At first, the idea of a rule of life might seem 
intimidating. But in reality, most of us already 
follow one. Maybe we always wake up at the 
same time or never skip a morning jog. Prayer 
can—and should—become part of that rhythm. 
It’s not just a duty; it’s an investment that 
transforms us and blesses those around us.  

In the Introduction to the Devout Life, St. Francis 
de Sales encourages us to “begin all prayers... in 
the presence of God.” He emphasized the value 
of consistency— staying faithful to a few well-
chosen prayers is more effective than rushing 
through many. If, during prayer, you feel God 
inviting you simply to rest in His love, don’t 
worry about finishing every word. The goal is not 
to check boxes, but to draw close to Him. ~ 

tel:7075288712
https://www.youtube.com/@holyspiritcatholicchurch-s3653/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@holyspiritcatholicchurch-s3653/streams

