
Pastor 

 Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren 

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115 

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581 

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net 

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am 

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.    

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times. 

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING 

Are you interested in helping out? 

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain.

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

August 16-17, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time—  August 16-17, 2025 

 
From Todays Gospel. Luke 13:49-53 

 

“I have come to set the earth on fire,  

and how I wish it were already blazing! 

There is a baptism with which I must be  

baptized, and how great is my anguish 

until it is accomplished!  

Here Jesus is speaking to the people of His 
time, but He is also speaking to all of us in this 
time, and in this place. He speaks of His im-
pending death! 

Can this be the gentle Jesus we are used to 
talking to the crowds? 

Yes, He is on His way to Jerusalem, the Holy 
City. His journey, His last journey, is about to 
end. He has told us, His disciples, He is going to 
Jerusalem for one purpose and that is to die: to 
be nailed to a cross and to be crucified.  He says 
to the people that follow Him that He is in an-
guish until this is accomplished. 

And why is He saying these things? Is it to 
frighten us? 

And what is this “fire” which Jesus, our Lord, is 
so anxious to let loose upon the earth? 

Simple! This fire is the fire of love. Not our love, 
His Father’s love: God’s love. 

“Love one another”, He has always told us this. 
But He also hastened to add:  
“in the way I have loved you.” That way you 
must love one another. 

And how is His love different from ours, our  
ordinary love? 

His is self-sacrificing love, not just sharing and 
caring as we do in our ordinary human ways.  
Jesus’ love is total: totally giving, giving of  
Himself, His whole heart, His whole soul, and  
all His being. 

Yes, this is the kind of love that the world 

needs, particularly now: God’s love, His presence. 

We who believe in God, are the privileged chosen 
ones to carry God’s love, Divine Love, to the ends 
of this world. We are the bearers of God’s gift to 
His world: the gift of His presence among us, the 
gift of God Himself. 

Do you remember the children’s prayers you 
learned, perhaps from your parents or from the 
nuns at school, and not maybe so many years ago. 

Here is one, one of my favorites, especially for our 
parish. 

Come, Holy Spirit,  

Fill the hearts of your faithful 

And kindle in them the fire of your Divine Love. 

Send forth your Spirit  

And we shall be recreated. 

And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

This is the prayer that Jesus prays. He prays to 
 the Holy Spirit and He prays to His Father. And  
we are to set our hearts, as Jesus has set His 
heart, on fire. 

And that is what Jesus is saying to us today. 

Listen carefully. 

You, my brothers and sisters, must be on fire with 
love, on fire with zeal to set the world aflame, not 
to burn it, but to fill the world with God’s dazzling 
light. 

And that is why Jesus is full of anguish that the 
Divine Love we carry should burn like a blazing fire 
until it covers and warms and fills the face of the 
earth. 

Did you ever feel a kind of unquenched hunger in 
your heart that perhaps food alone could not  
satisfy? 

It may be, it just may be, because your hunger is 
not for food, your hunger is for your Father’s love. 

Taste and see the Goodness of The Lord. 

Father Ron 



Last Week’s General Collection     $ 8,078 

Online General Collection     $ 1,680 

This week’s second collection is for  the 

Black and Indian Missions. 

Please write separate checks. 

Mass Lectors     Eucharistic Min. 

Sat. 

5:00 pm 

#1—Rosalinda B. 

#2—Mary H. 

Cheryl D.
Ed R.
Kathy S.
Arlene S.

Sun. 

8:00 am 

#1—Brian C. 

#2—Michael W. 

Pauline B.
Cindy H.
Robin K.
Sandy S. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1—Mary L. 

#2—Jane G. 

Dave A.
Diane H.
Donna K.
Jackie M. 

08/16 Sat  5:00 pm † Steve Lankford 

08/17 Sun  8:00 am For the People 

08/17 Sun 10:30 am † Bradley Hartman 

08/18 Mon 9:00 am Juan Scott 

08/19 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

08/20 Wed 9:00 am Marty Sorensen

08/21 Thurs 9:00 am Lolita Carillo 

08/22 Fri 9:00 am 
Catherine Cardozo & 

Cookie Ward 

08/23 Sat  5:00 pm † Michael Caselli 

08/24 Sun  8:00 am For the People 

08/24 Sun 10:30 am † Jorge Rojas Perez 

MASS INTENTIONS: August 16—24, 2025 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: August 23-24 

FUNERALS 

Mary Ellen Friesen ~ Sat. Aug. 16 at 11 am 

John Vander Vennet ~ Thurs. Sept. 18 at 1pm 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Bernice Rogers, Charles Marchese, Mollie 

Nichols, Roland Thibault, John Guth, Eliana 

Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, Janice 

Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa Shanahan,  

Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph Sobieski, 

Francis Dolan, Scott Humble, Diane Drew, 

John Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  

Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan 

Scott, Charlene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  

Carlos Perez, Donna McMullen, Sharon 

Leiberman, Mike Murray, Greg Macy,  

Gabriella Ibarra, John McHugh, Nancy  

Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, John 

Scrempos, Mike and Nancy Cusack,  

Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding, Donald 

Brent, Tristan Humble, Marlene Knivila,  

Jenny Lemp, Doug Harman, Margaret 

Duffy, Maria Alvarez, Lew and Margie 

Chase, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS     

Larry Bancroft, John Vander Vennet, 

 Frank Moreda, Gary Meagher, MaryEllen 

Friesen, Gail Flatt, Jerry  DeSimone, Jim 

 Murray, Laura Pontes,  Jacob Busienei, 

Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope 

Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, 

Judy Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez, Robert 

O’Donnell,  William Westendorf, Ken  

Campbell, John Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, 

Sharon Vaughn, Barbara Spaulding, Joseph 

Panara, Larry Darling, Bill Vinson,  Ario  

Bigattini, Joe Piasta, Patricia Breuer,   

Gloria McKay, Miriam Castillo 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the 
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving 
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you need community service hours or 

would like to learn a new skill? Would you like 
to join our media team and learn how to run 

the video board during mass?  
Teenagers to seniors are welcome.  

YOU CAN WATCH OUR MASS ON 

YOUTUBE! Remember, if you’re 

not feeling well enough to come 

to mass in person, please go to 

our YouTube channel. We livestream our 

Saturday evening mass. Past masses are also 

available to watch. Search for Holy Spirit 

Santa Rosa or click on https://

www.youtube.com/

We are always in need of 
people willing to shop and 

arrange flowers for the 
altar. If you would like more 

information about this 
ministry, please email our Lead  

Florist, cindy@holyspiritSR.org. 

Camino de Sonoma: Summer Healing  

Festival at St. Eugene's School Track,  

Aug 22nd 4:00p - 8:00pm.  

A Walk-a-Thon kicks off our celebration of 

the "Santa Rosa" baptismal namesake of 

the creek, city, and diocese. The night will 

include Kashia native dancers, dinner, and 

live band.  Tickets & Info: 

www.caminodesonoma.com.   

 More event info and pilgrimage dates in 

the diocese:  Stephen Morris  

dsryouth@srdiocese.org  

WOMAN OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON 

Peggy Boito 
 is our Woman of the Year for 2025! 

Please join us to celebrate Peggy with a 
mass by Bishop Vasa and luncheon 

on October 11th at St. Elizabeth Seton, 
4595 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park, Ca 94928 

Cost: $35.00. Please make your check paya-
ble to SRDCCW (Santa Rosa Diocesan Coun-

cil of Catholic Women). Please send your 
check to Lynne DeCota no later than: 

September 15th, 2025  
Lynne DeCota, 1558 Mauro Pietro Drive 

Petaluma, CA 94954 
SRDCCW is not taking reservations 
after this date as space is limited. 

Or 

You may bring your check to the 
"Welcome Back Dinner" on September 

11th, 2025 to sign up. 
HOLY SPIRIT WOMEN’S CLUB 

SAVE THE DATE 

• Grief Support —2-3:30PM Wed., Sept. 3rd

• Faith Formation—Wednesday, Sept. 24th

• Women’s Club Dinner —Thursday, 9/11

• Parish Pasta Dinner—FREE, Friday, 9/19

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT CENTER 
Would you like to enhance your prayer life?  

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius offers an 

opportunity to experience a closer walk with 

Jesus. The Exercises are open to all Christian 

Faiths. Many members of your parish have par-

ticipated. The next session begins during the 

third week of September 2025. 

Further information can be found at 

www.spiritualenrichmentcenter.net, or by  

contacting David & Joanne Del Castillo or  

Blaise Cirelli at srsec.office@gmail.com or 

707.293.7497. 

https://www.youtube.com/@holyspiritcatholicchurch-s3653/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@holyspiritcatholicchurch-s3653/streams
http://www.caminodesonoma.com/
mailto:dsryouth@srdiocese.org

