
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

August 23-24, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time—  August 23-24, 2025 

A couple of years ago, ESPN and Netflix put out a documentary series called “The Last Dance,” a docu-
mentary on the life and career of Michael Jordan. And it was very popular. People loved getting an inside 
look into the life of Jordan, and were in awe at the extreme dedication he had to basketball, to greatness, 
to the workouts and diets and schedules and routine. And there are several more of those documentaries: 
Tom Brady, Derek Jeter. People love getting the inside scoop into the extreme dedication these athletes 
have to greatness, to the pursuit of greatness. They have this difficult goal in front of them, and they go to 
extreme lengths to achieve this goal. They have a plan, and they are relentless in sticking to the plan. And 
it’s not just athletes: military personnel, musicians, priests, academics, teachers—all of these go through 
intense training, intense roads to reach this goal. 

Consistency, discipline, extreme dedication to a goal, having a plan. If there is a goal you want to accom-
plish, a difficult goal you want to achieve, it is going to take these things. No one disagrees with this! That 
is until following Jesus is brought up. And that’s why these things Jesus says today can sound strange to 
our ears. 

Have you ever seen those memes of #ThingsJesusNeverSaid? Pretty hilarious. It is just a picture of Jesus 
and a quote followed by #ThingsJesusNeverSaid. Like, “You’re perfect just the way you are.” Or, “It 
doesn’t matter what you do as long as deep down you’re a good person.” People attribute many sayings to 
Jesus that we assume he would say if he were around today. But then we get readings like the Gospel to-
day (a bunch of #ThingsJesusActuallySaid) and we’re like, “Whoa. That’s weird. Let’s just skip that bit.” 
But no! We can’t! 

Today, Jesus lays down more hard sayings! “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, 
will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.” That’s hard. “You will say, ‘We ate and drank in your 
company and you taught in our streets.’ Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you are from. De-
part from me, all you evildoers!’” Ouch. What’s going on? 

Following Jesus Christ, being his disciple, being a faithful Christian, experiencing the joys of his Kingdom—
all of this doesn’t happen by accident. This is what Jesus is trying to get at! 

This means getting really practical. Many families get calendars from school and make their plans around 
whatever the school tells you to do. Many move mountains to show up to practices and games for their 
kids’ sports. Many make sure you show up to work on time, put in extra time for a raise, make time to go 
to the gym. But what about the most important thing in your life? The most important thing in your chil-
dren’s lives, our faith? Many respond, “Eh, we’ll get to it if we have time.” 

I know a family of six, who at this time of year, as school begins, all sit down for a family meeting and set 
up the “Rule” for the family that coming year, a “Rule of Life.” A rule of life is like a trellis, like what vines 
grow on. Just like a trellis guides the growth of a vine, their “rule of life” is meant to guide the growth of 
their family, to become a house that puts following the Lord first. 

And the discipline of this “Rule”, this “narrow gate,” was all because those parents have a specific goal in 
mind: they want their family to be like the saints, to be heroic disciples of Jesus Christ, to find true happi-
ness by following Him. And what parent wouldn’t want that for their child? Don’t you want that for your 
kids? For yourself? 

Perhaps you need to write out a daily, weekly, and monthly schedule. Begin to literally schedule time to 
pray throughout the day. Begin to literally plan times for your family to eat dinner together. Put Sunday 
Mass on your calendar first and then fit everything else in around it. 

What it comes down to is this. Maybe Christ is asking us to make a more concerted effort to follow Him. 
Maybe this will not happen accidentally, but through our dedication to it. And maybe there is a greater joy, 
a greater happiness, a more real and authentic experience of faith waiting for you as you enter through this 
narrow gate. Maybe. Could be. Can be. It is up to you and yours.  

Father Ron 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $6,504 

Online General Collection     $1,320 

 Black & Indian Mission                   $2,575 

Next week’s second collection is for  

our St. Vincent De Paul. 

Please write separate checks.  
 

 Altar Flowers are donated  
in memory of 

Jorge Rojas Perez 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1—Laurie B. 

#2—Karen S. 

Carla A. 

Jerry A. 

Cheryl D. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1—Bob A. 

#2—Lydia D. 

Rita B. 

Brian C. 

Kurt K. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1—Holly K. 

#2—Lynn L. 

Dave A. 

Michelle D. 

Jolon W. 

08/23 Sat  5:00 pm † Michael Caselli 

08/24 Sun  8:00 am For the People 

08/24 Sun 10:30 am † Jorge Rojas Perez 

08/25 Mon 9:00 am † Gary Knivila 

08/26 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

08/27 Wed 9:00 am Joann Cardoza  

08/28 Thurs 9:00 am Diane Hobaugh 

08/29 Fri 9:00 am Aldrina Territo 

08/30 
 

Sat 5:00 pm 
†Richard &  

Mary Cecilia Dahl 

08/31 Sun 8:00 am For the People 

08/31 Sun 10:30 am †Teresa Catelani 

MASS INTENTIONS: August 23—24, 2025 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: August 30-31 

FUNERALS 

Bernice Rogers ~ Fri. Aug. 29 at 1pm 

John Vander Vennet ~ Thurs. Sept. 18 at 1pm 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Charles Marchese, Mollie Nichols, Roland 

Thibault, John Guth, Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie 

Steffens, John  May, Janice Wright, Joe Tur-

do, Theresa Shanahan, Richard Vitali, Russ 

Dieter, Ralph Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott 

Humble, Diane Drew, John Scott, Jessica 

Berlo, Renee Ralls,  Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann 

Saporita, Juan Scott, Charlene Abayon, 

Gerri Peterson,  Carlos Perez, Donna 

McMullen, Sharon Leiberman, Mike Murray, 

Greg Macy, Gabriella Ibarra, John 

McHugh, Nancy Carrey, Marion Fairbank, 

Tim Coyne, John Scrempos, Mike and  

Nancy Cusack, Cecelia Bautista, Bob  

Spalding, Donald Brent, Tristan Humble, 

Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Doug  

Harman, Margaret Duffy, Maria Alvarez, 

Lew and Margie Chase, and the Holy Spirit 

Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Josephine Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, Eliza-

beth Olsen, Larry  Bancroft, John Vander 

Vennet,  Frank Moreda, Gary Meagher, 

MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt, Jerry  DeSimo-

ne, Jim  Murray, Laura Pontes,  Jacob Busie-

nei, Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope 

Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, 

Judy  Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez, Robert 

O’Donnell,  William Westendorf, Ken Camp-

bell, John Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, Sharon 

Vaughn, Barbara Spaulding, Joseph  

Panara, Larry Darling, Bill Vinson,  Ario  

Bigattini, Joe Piasta 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 



 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 3 @ 2-3:30 pm 

at Holy Spirit Parish in the Church Hall 

Predictability and routine can be illusive when a 
loved one has died. Making sense of our new  

reality can be challenging. Yet, God in His mercy 
has blessed Holy Spirit Church with a group of 
grieving men and women who come together 

monthly for support. We meet on a predictable 
schedule from September through May and go 

dark in the summer. Our time together is casual, 
relaxed and welcoming. We focus on a short  

Scripture, followed by a reflection giving us focus 
and comfort around the grieving process.  

Christian fellowship and optional group sharing  
is also included. If you are in need of comfort,  
support and community around the loss of a  
loved one, you are most welcome to join us. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: Deanna 909-532-0102 
Mary 707-495-3095 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON 

Peggy Boito  is our Woman of the Year! 
Please join us to celebrate Peggy with a 

mass by Bishop Vasa and luncheon   
on October 11th at St. Elizabeth Seton,   

4595 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park, Ca 94928 
Cost: $35.00. Please make your check pay-

able to SRDCCW (Santa Rosa Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women). Please send 
your check to Lynne DeCota no later than: 

September 15th, 2025  
Lynne DeCota, 1558 Mauro Pietro Drive 

Petaluma, CA 94954 
HOLY SPIRIT WOMEN’S CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT CENTER 
Would you like to enhance your prayer life?  

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius offers an 

opportunity to experience a closer walk with Jesus. 

The Exercises are open to all Christian Faiths. Many 

members of your parish have  

participated. The next session begins during 

 the third week of September 2025.  

Further information can be found at 

www.spiritualenrichmentcenter.net, or by  

contacting David & Joanne Del Castillo or  

Blaise Cirelli at srsec.office@gmail.com or 

707.293.7497. 

HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 

INVITES YOU!! 

FREE PARISH PASTA FEED 

Friday SEPTEMBER 19TH 

               DINNER SERVED   

                  FROM 6:00 TO 7:00pm 

                    PASTA SALAD & BREAD 

NO HOST BEER, WINE, & SODAS 

ALL HOLY SPIRIT PARISHIONERS  

ARE INVITED! IT IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 

KIDS AND ADULTS 

Showing of  "Carlo Acutis: 
Roadmap to Reality" at 

St. Eugene's Becker 
 Center.  In honor of the 

Canonization of  
Carlo Acutis & Pier Giorgio Frassati  
for teens, parents, and communities  

to celebrate together.   
RSVP on https://srdiocese.org/ or contact  
Stephen Morris dsryouth@srdiocese.org. 

https://youtu.be/keMMRdzMrN4?si=-tQrfP8kr2vEMsMT 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS WED., SEPT. 24TH 
MORE INFORMATION AND FORMS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE AUGUST 30TH. 

The Holy Spirit Women’s Club  

Welcome Back dinner  

Thursday, September 11th at 6:00 pm 

Tickets will be sold after all masses on 

Aug. 30th & 31st, Sept. 6th & 7th. 

 $25: dinner & 2 drink tickets.  Please 

call Angela with any questions, 310-498-

944. We look forward to seeing you there!   

https://youtu.be/keMMRdzMrN4?si=-tQrfP8kr2vEMsMT

