
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Sept. 13-14, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 Exaltation of the Holy Cross—  Sept. 13-14, 2025 

THE CROSS THAT SAVES 

Paradoxically, we Christians affirm our passion for life under the sign of the Cross, which in 

Roman times was a cruel, inhuman instrument of execution, the most frightful form of death. 

Echoing Our Lord Himself, the Church strongly opposes all forms of torture and above all the 

death penalty–and yet here we are on today’s feast, honoring the cross on which an innocent 

prophet and healer, who had spent His life helping others, was put to death,. 

Jesus’ plan for His life was totally positive–to help His fellow men and women. By His touch 

blind people regained their sight, the lame could walk, lepers were cleansed, and wherever 

He went He proclaimed the good news to the poor and affirmed their dignity and their 

rights. But this same life-enhancing Messiah from Nazareth was denied a proper trial, mocked 

and spat upon, dressed up as a king with thorns for a crown, scourged and abused and finally 

hung on a cross. As Isaiah foretold, He was scorned by the people, “There was in him no 

stately bearing to make us look at him, nor appearance that would attract us to him” (Is 

53:2). 

How can we glory today in the instrument of His death, that frightening cross where thieves, 

slaves and criminals were executed and onto which He was nailed, led like a lamb to the 

slaughter? It is because this crucified Jesus has become our Life Giver in the Spirit that His Cross 

is the life-giving throne of mercy on which He will forever be honored. With the penitent 

thief we can pray: “Jesus, remember me when you come into Your kingdom” (Lk 23:42). The 

instrument of His death has become the instrument of God’s mercy to us; and so, we pro-

claim the triumph of new Life, poured out from the Cross. 

During the Exodus journey through the desert of Sinai there was a plague of fiery serpents, 

from whose bite many of the people died. Then Moses did as God told him - he made a 

bronze statue of a serpent and mounted it on a pole, and when those who has been bitten 

looked at it, they recovered. Jesus applies this episode to Himself: “Just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in 

Him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). The sign of the healing serpent is now the conven-

tional sign for  doctors [caduceus], in their efforts to preserve life. 

We try to absorb the paschal meaning of whatever suffering comes our way, trusting that 

powerful grace flows from the Cross. Of course, we do not just focus on our own crosses and 

the burdens of life. The Cross of Christ empowers us to share in the struggle against oppressors 

of every sort. We can best honor His cross today if, like Him, we stand up for those in our 

times who are unjustly treated and marginalized. 

 

      Father Ron 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $9,173 

Online General Collection     $1,888 

Building & Maintenance      $4,650 

  

Next week’s second collection is for the  

Diocesan Seminarian Formation 

Please write separate checks.  
 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1—Pat B. 

#2—JoAnn A. 

Steve R. 

Shirley S. 

Tim S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1—Larry K. 

#2—Michael W. 

Brian C. 

Cindy H. 

Michele M. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1—Don F. 

#2—Janice W. 

Loyde J. 

Sherry J. 

Donna K. 

09/13 Sat 5:00 pm † Bill Vinson 

09/14 Sun 8:00 am † Suzanne Szollar 

09/14 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

09/15 Mon 9:00 am † George Page 

09/16 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

09/17 Wed 9:00 am † David Plagge  

09/18 Thurs 9:00 am † Fr. Louis Nichols 

 09/19 Fri 9:00 am † Roger Cooney 

09/20 Sat 5:00 pm Barbara Bridge 

09/21 Sun 8:00 am For the People 

09/22 Sun 10:30 am † Mike Milano 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Sept. 20-21 

FUNERALS 

John Vander Vennet ~ Thurs. Sept. 18 at 1pm 

MASS INTENTIONS: Sept. 13—Sept. 21 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Marie Mahoney, Gary Mahoney,  Diana 

Rives, Charles Marchese, Mollie Nichols,  

Roland Thibault, John Guth, Eliana 

Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, Janice 

Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa Shanahan,  

Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph Sobieski, 

Francis Dolan, Scott Humble,  Diane Drew, 

John Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  

Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan 

Scott, Charlene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  

Carlos Perez, Donna McMullen, Sharon 

Leiberman, Mike Murray, Greg Macy,  

Gabriella Ibarra, John McHugh, Nancy  

Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, John 

Scrempos, Mike and Nancy Cusack,  

Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding, Donald 

Brent, Tristan Humble, Marlene Knivila,  

Jenny Lemp, Doug Harman, Margaret 

Duffy, Maria Alvarez, Lew and Margie 

Chase, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Peg Devine, Cecelia Hurst, Josephine 

Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, Elizabeth Olsen, 

Larry  Bancroft, John Vander Vennet,  Frank 

Moreda, Gary Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, 

Gail Flatt, Jerry  DeSimone, Jim  Murray, 

Laura Pontes,  Jacob Busienei, Shelly 

Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope Francis, 

Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, Judy  Pi-

nella, Andrew Gonzalez, Robert O’Donnell,  

William Westendorf, Ken Campbell, John 

Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, Sharon Vaughn, 

Barbara Spaulding, Joseph Panara, Larry 

Darling, Bill Vinson,  Ario Bigattini. 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 



 
 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES BEGIN  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST,  
REGISTRATION FORMS ARE  

AVAILABLE AT THE BACK OF CHURCH 
 AND IN THE OFFICE. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Grief support group—WED., OCT. 1st @ 2-3:30 pm 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS—SAT.,OCT. 4th @ 11 am 

MEN’S FAITH SHARING GROUP—MON.,OCT. 6th @ 6pm 

Trunk or treat—WED., OCT. 29th  

 

Do you appreciate the screens  
during mass? Are you curious about how 

the slideshows are played?  We are in 
need of more video board  volunteers 

(especially for the 5 pm and 10:30 am mass-
es). You are welcome to shadow our Video 

 Operator during mass to see if this is some-
thing you would be interested in doing. We 

provide the training. You tell us when you are 
available to help. Teens are also welcome (get 

your volunteer hours). Please reach out by 
email: office@holyspiritSR.org, or call 

707.539.4495. 

LOST & FOUND  
(check the back of church or call the office) 

Found 4/23/25—woman’s ring—office 
Found in 2024—woman’s ring—office 
Found Aug. 31 —glasses 2 color case—office 

HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 

INVITES YOU!! 

FREE PARISH PASTA FEED 

Friday SEPTEMBER 19TH 

               DINNER SERVED   

                     FROM 6:00 TO 7:00pm 

                    PASTA SALAD & BREAD 

NO HOST BEER, WINE, & SODAS 

ALL HOLY SPIRIT PARISHIONERS  

ARE INVITED! IT IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 

KIDS AND ADULTS 

 Fans of The  
Chosen: Season 5,  
The Last Supper -- 

The events from Palm 
Sunday through Judas’ betrayal are the events 
depicted in Season 5 of The Chosen.  We will 
present the episodes and the Bible Roundtable 
analysis on  Thursdays at 1 p.m. in the Corner-
stone Room in the parish house starting  Febru-
ary 5, 2026 through March 26, 2026, ending just 
before Holy Week. There will be reminders in  
the bulletin in January when we will ask you to 
contact the church office to sign up (no cost.)  

Like working outside? Interested in  
another Catholic ministry? Join our  
Catholic Cemeteries team! Catholic  
Cemeteries is looking for full-time 
Groundskeepers. For more information or 
to apply please mail angela@dsrcem.org. 

NEW!  Men’s Faith Sharing Group  
First Mondays of the Month at 6 pm 

Begins October 6, 2025 
Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 

Enter through the office. 

mailto:angela@dsrcem.org

