
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Sept. 20-21, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time—  Sept. 20-21, 2025 

“You cannot serve both God and mammon [money].” 
 

Jesus’ final words in today’s Gospel Reading—“You cannot serve both God and mammon”—are 

often erroneously interpreted.  They’re taken to mean that you cannot have both God and 

money in your life.  In other words, this incorrect interpretation claims that there’s a competi-

tion in your life between God and money.  They battle against each other in a zero-sum 

game.  The holier you are, the less money you will have, and the more money you have, the 

less holy you must be.  This interpretation of Jesus’ words is misleading.  

In fact, our spiritual well-being and our financial well-being are not in competi-

tion.  When Jesus plainly tells you that “You cannot serve both God and mammon”, the key 

word is “serve”.  You can serve God or you can serve mammon.  But you cannot serve both. 

God, of course, wants us to serve Him alone.  He had declared to Israel many centuries 

before Christ:  “The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!  Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your 

God, with your whole heart, and with your whole soul, and with your whole strength.  Take to 

heart these words which I command you today” [Deut 6:4-6].  To love someone is to serve 

them.  This is true in our relationship with God, as well:  to love Him is to serve Him. 

The beautiful thing about serving God is that through this form of love, we become 

more like Him.  After all, St. John taught the first Christians that “God is love” [1 John 

4:8].  Serving God is as God wants, and in fact, this is what you want in your heart.  God Him-

self planted that desire there when He created your heart:  the desire to serve Him, and so be-

come more like Him. 

On the other hand, what happens when you try to serve money?  One simple way to 

answer is to ask yourself whether your self-image goes up and down with the amount of money 

you have.  Do you feel worse about yourself when you lose a significant amount of money? Or 

better about yourself when you gain a significant amount?  Serving money in this way is a false 

form of love, and a false servanthood.  It is a love of something that is beneath you. 

So, what is financial wealth for?  Financial wealth is a means by which to serve others.  If 

a person gains financial wealth, God intends for that wealth to be used for others.  That doesn’t 

mean that the wealthy person has to give it all away, like St. Francis of Assisi.  Despite what 

some socialists might say, there’s nothing inherently immoral about accumulating wealth.  The 

sin lies in not using one’s wealth for others, especially within the setting of one’s vocation. 

Money when loved, instead of being used for service, stunts one’s growth in Christ.  The 

one who serves money closes himself off from others.  Money has no power to foster growth in 

persons.  Becoming like money by loving it can only be a downward path, a descent from the 

personal dignity with which God created us. 

God gives us stewardship over all things—including money—for the sake of service.  This 

service fosters love among persons.  God gives us relationships with other persons—human and 

angelic—to foster a communion of saints.  God gives us Himself—Father, Son, and Holy Spir-

it—in order that we might enjoy eternal life amidst God’s very essence as a communion of the 

three divine Persons. 

Fr. Ron 
 

 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $ 7,057 

Online General Collection     $ 1,020 

 

 This week’s second collection is for the  

Diocesan Seminarian Formation 

Please write separate checks.  
 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1—Laurie B. 

#2—Jane G. 

Cheryl D. 

Judith M. 

Ann R. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1—Brian C. 

#2—Henri K. 

Bob A. 

Cindy H. 

Robin K. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1—Rosalinda B. 

#2—Lilla O. 

Diane H. 

John L. 

Jolon W. 

09/20 Sat 5:00 pm † Daniel Gonzalez 

09/21 Sun 8:00 am For the People 

09/21 Sun 10:30 am † Mike Milano 

09/22 Mon 9:00 am Rondelle Cagwin 

09/23 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

09/24 Wed 9:00 am Cheryl Cardoza  

09/25 Thurs 9:00 am Available 

 09/26 Fri 9:00 am † John Evans 

09/27 Sat 5:00 pm Jerry Cardoza 

09/28 Sun 8:00 am † Mike Ripple 

09/28 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Sept. 27-28 

MASS INTENTIONS: Sept. 20—Sept. 28 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 
a request unless we hear 

otherwise.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Marie Mahoney, Gary Mahoney,  Diana 

Rives, Charles Marchese, Mollie Nichols,  

Roland Thibault, John Guth, Eliana 

Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, Janice 

Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa Shanahan,  

Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph Sobieski, 

Francis Dolan, Scott Humble,  Diane Drew, 

John Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  

Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan 

Scott, Charlene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  

Carlos Perez, Donna McMullen, Sharon 

Leiberman, Mike Murray, Greg Macy,  

Gabriella Ibarra, John McHugh, Nancy  

Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, John 

Scrempos, Mike and Nancy Cusack,  

Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding, Donald 

Brent, Tristan Humble, Marlene Knivila,  

Jenny Lemp, Doug Harman, Margaret 

Duffy, Maria Alvarez, Lew and Margie 

Chase, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Charlene McDaniel, Peg Devine, Cecelia 

Hurst, Josephine Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, 

Elizabeth Olsen, Larry  Bancroft, John 

Vander Vennet,  Frank Moreda, Gary 

Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt,  

Jerry  DeSimone, Jim  Murray, Laura Pontes,   

Jacob Busienei, Shelly Schofield, Catherine 

Kubo, Pope Francis, Sharon Larrance,  

Doug Lightfoot, Judy  Pinella, Andrew  

Gonzalez, Robert O’Donnell,  William 

Westendorf, Ken Campbell, John Kerrige, 

Laura Zabatta, Sharon Vaughn, Barbara 

Spaulding, Joseph Panara, Larry Darling,  

Bill Vinson,  Ario Bigattini. 

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 

Want to be friends with other Catholic 
moms? Join a moms' group! Con-
tact srdiocese.catholicmoms@gmail.com  

mailto:srdiocese.catholicmoms@gmail.com


 
 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES BEGIN  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 

 

K-5 COMMUNION PREP/ WHOLE FAMILY  

Wednesdays 4:30-6 pm begins Oct. 1st. 

1st & 2nd Year Prep for First Communion.  

2nd Year students will move to a sepa-

rate class halfway through the year. 
 

POST COMMUNION CATECHESIS 

Start Date and Time To Be Determined  

For students who have completed 1st 

Communion and are in grades 3, 4, or 5. 
 

YOUTH GROUP & 

1st & 2nd YEAR CONFIRMATION 

Wednesdays 6-7:30 pm begins Oct. 1st 

with GAME NIGHT. For ALL students 6th—

12th grade regardless of whether they 

have completed Confirmation or are 

preparing. 2nd Year students will move 

to a separate class halfway through the 

year.  

         UPCOMING  

GRIEF SUPPORT—WED., OCT. 1 @ 2-3:30 pm 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS—SAT.,OCT. 4 @ 11 am 

MEN’S FAITH SHARING —MON.,OCT. 6 @ 6pm 

SCRIPTURE STUDY— TUESDAY, OCT. 7 @ 1pm 

WOMEN’S CLUB DINNER—THURS., OCT. 9 @ 6pm 

MEN’S CLUB DINNER—TUES., OCT. 14 @ 6pm 

OCIA/RCIA—WED., OCT. 15 @ 7:30-8:30 pm 

TRUNK OR TREAT—WED., OCT. 29 @ 6 pm 

COMING SOON 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY 

NEW!   
Men’s Faith Sharing Group  

First Mondays of the Month at 6 pm 
Begins October 6, 2025 

Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 
Enter through the office. 

NEW!   
SCRIPTURE STUDY  

A historical reflection on the upcoming 
Gospels. Led by Matt Conley, DRE 

Weekly on Tuesdays at 1-2:30 pm 
Begins October 7, 2025 

Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 
Enter through the office. 

Wednesday, Oct. 1 @ 2-3:30 pm 

at Holy Spirit Parish in the Church Hall 

If you are experiencing feelings about your loss 

of a loved one, but don’t know how to talk 

about them, perhaps the next monthly grief 

group can offer you the support you need to 

express them. The Holy Spirit Grief Group is a 

group of Catholic men and women who  

regularly meet to support one another in our 

loss of a loved one. Whether your loss was re-

cent or more distant, the feelings and challenges 

are the same. Feel free to drop by and check us 

out. We are a friendly, compassionate, down to 

earth group of people who use Scripture as an 

anchor to make sense and find comfort in our 

grief. For further information, call Deanna at 

909-532-0102 or Mary at 

707-495-3095. 

NEW!   
OCIA/RCIA  

Begins October 15th~7:30-8:30 pm 
Third and First Wednesdays 

In the Church. Led by Matt Conley, DRE. 

Consider attending if you are interested in 
becoming Catholic, are an unconfirmed 

adult, or would like more information about 
your Catholic faith. Weekly topics will vary. 


