
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

October 4-5, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 27thSunday in Ordinary Time—  October 4-5, 2025 

Learning from Him 

 

“Lord, increase our faith,” said the apostles in today’s Gospel. Elsewhere they asked Him, 

“Lord teach us how to pray” (Lk 11:1). In essence the two requests were the same. To pray is 

to focus our heart on God, to have faith in God’s concern for us. Every prayer renews our 

trust in God, and whenever we turn to God in faith, we are praying. 

 

It is no more possible to have faith without prayer than to swim without water. But we need 

to pray in the right spirit. Too often we just want to bring God around to our way of think-

ing rather than putting ourselves under God’s guidance. 

 

Sometimes prayer is used as a magical formula, a last resort, worth a try when all else fails. 

“Break glass in case of emergency”. 

 

A teacher of the Law was walking along a street with a scholarly friend. When they came to a 

ladder leaning against a house which was being painted, the scholar refused to pass under it. 

The lawyer laughed and said “Surely you don’t believe in that old superstition about never 

walking under a ladder!” “No, I don’t believe in it,” the scholar answered, “but I never waste 

a chance of avoiding an accident.”  

 

Maybe that’s how we sometimes approach prayer. We may not, in that moment, strongly be-

lieve in it, but we feel that maybe it might work, as a last resort. So, we could join in that re-

quest, “Lord, increase our faith; Lord, teach us how to pray.” 

 

Jesus did not just teach his friends how to pray; He showed them by His own example.  

Often, He would turn to God and address Him as Father. Early in the morning He would go 

up the hillside, seemingly His favorite place for quiet prayer.  

 

When visiting Jerusalem, He spent nights at prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, so Judas 

knew where to find Him on the night of his arrest. His prayer in the garden is clearly report-

ed. “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from me. Nevertheless, let Your will, not 

Mine be done” (Lk 22:42f).  

 

Well, the Father did not take away the cup of suffering from Jesus. But by embracing the will 

of God, something greater was to follow for Jesus, ultimately His Resurrection and Ascension.  

 

“Unless a wheat of grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain. But if it 

dies, it yields much fruit.” 

 

Bloom where you are planted! 

 
 

      Father Ron 



 

Stand Up Sunday 
 

To acknowledge the Church's commitment to safeguarding children, we will 

be participating along with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the 

Dioceses of Orange, Fresno, San Diego, and San Jose to celebrate "Stand 

Up Sunday" on November 16, 2025. This event recognizes the church's 

ongoing efforts in child protection. 

On that weekend, we will reaffirm our ongoing commitment to preventing 

child abuse. We will acknowledge and offer our prayers in support of those 

healing from child exploitation, abuse, and violence. Our dedication to 

preventing child abuse and providing support to those affected remains 

steadfast. 

Stand Up Sunday recognizes those who have completed Safe Environment 

training and background screening. That weekend, in solidarity with those 

who have been harmed and as a visible demonstration of our ongoing 

commitment to preventing child abuse, parishes throughout the Diocese of 

Santa Rosa will recognize all those who have participated in the Diocesan 

Safe Environment Training. We want to express our gratitude to all 

members of our parish communities who have completed this training, as 

well as the required background checks and fingerprinting. These are 

standard for anyone working or volunteering with children in the Diocese.  

Each of you is a blessing to our parishes and the broader community, and 

you represent the Church’s efforts to protect the most vulnerable among us. 

If you would like to learn more about the Diocese’s initiatives to create and 

maintain safe environments for children in our parishes and schools, please 

visit Office of Child and Youth Protection - Diocese of Santa Rosa - Rosa, CA 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $ 6,897 

Online General Collection     $ 1,398 

 

 This week’s second collection is for  

our Building & Maintenance. 

Please write separate checks.  
 

FUNERALS 

Diane Drew ~ Oct. 17, 2025 at 11 am 
Peg Devine ~ Nov. 22, 2025 at 12 noon  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Erma DeSimone, Jack Tolin, Larry Kubo, 

Yolanda Farias,  Marie Mahoney, Gary  

Mahoney,  Diana Rives, Charles Marchese, 

Mollie Nichols, Roland Thibault, John Guth, 

Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, 

Janice Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa Sha-

nahan, Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph 

Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott Humble,  John 

Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  Mickey 

Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan Scott, Char-

lene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  Carlos Perez,  

Donna McMullen, Sharon Leiberman, Mike 

Murray, Greg Macy, Gabriella Ibarra, John 

McHugh, Nancy Carrey, Marion Fairbank, 

Tim Coyne, John Scrempos, Mike and  

Nancy Cusack, Cecelia Bautista, Bob  

Spalding, Donald Brent, Tristan Humble, 

Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Doug  

Harman, Margaret Duffy, Maria Alvarez, 

and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Diane Drew, Charlene McDaniel, Peg 

Devine, Cecelia Hurst, Josephine Battaglia, 

Bernice Rogers, Elizabeth Olsen, Larry  Ban-

croft, John Vander Vennet,  Frank Moreda, 

Gary Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt,  

Jim Murray, Laura Pontes, Jacob Busienei, 

Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope 

Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, 

Judy  Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez, Robert 

O’Donnell,  William Westendorf, Ken Camp-

bell, John Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, Sharon 

Vaughn, Barbara Spaulding, Joseph Pana-

ra, Larry Darling. 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1— Mary L. 

#2— Henri K. 

Judith M. 

Kathy S. 

Arlene S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1— Michael W. 

#2— Kathy L. 

Rita B. 

Brian C. 

Elizabeth M. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1— John M. 

#2— Mary Ann O 

Loyde J. 

Sherry J. 

Jacky M. 

10/04 Sat 9:00 am † Ernest Giron 

10/04 Sat 5:00 pm For the People 

10/05 Sun 8:00 am † Frank Moreda 

10/05 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

10/06 Mon 9:00 am † Suzanne Szollar  

10/07 Tue 9:00 am Larry Kubo 

10/08 Wed 9:00 am Communion 

10/09 Thurs 9:00 am Communion 

10/10 Fri 9:00 am Ruth Canniff 

10/11 Sat 5:00 pm † Marcelina Guerrero 

10/12 Sun 8:00 am 
†Lenora Connolly 

Dolan 

10/12 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Oct. 11-12 

MASS INTENTIONS: October 4-12 



 
 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES  
JUST STARTED! 

 

K-4 COMMUNION PREP/ WHOLE FAMILY  

Wednesdays 4:30-6 pm  

1st & 2nd Year Prep for First Communion.  

2nd Year students will move to a separate 

class halfway through the year. 

 
POST COMMUNION/OLDER STUDENT 

 Not a Sacrament Prep Class 

Begins October 22nd 4:30-6 pm 

For students who have completed 1st 

Communion and are in grades 3, 4, or 5 

or have not made their 1st Communion 

and are in 5th grade. 
 

YOUTH GROUP & 

1st & 2nd YEAR CONFIRMATION 

Wednesdays 6-7:30 pm. For ALL students 

6th—12th grade regardless of whether 

they have completed Confirmation or are 

preparing. 2nd Year prep will move to a 

separate class halfway through the year.  

 

$50 per student. Scholarships available. 

         UPCOMING  

MEN’S FAITH SHARING —MON.,OCT. 6 @ 6pm 

SCRIPTURE STUDY— TUESDAY, OCT. 7 @ 1pm 

WOMEN’S CLUB DINNER—THURS., OCT. 9 @ 6pm 

MEN’S CLUB DINNER—TUES., OCT. 14 @ 6pm 

OCIA/RCIA—WED., OCT. 15 @ 7:30-8:30 pm 

JUSTICE & SERVICE—MON., OCT. 20 @ 6:30 pm 

TRUNK OR TREAT—WED., OCT. 29 @ 6 pm 

Men’s Faith Sharing Group  
First Mondays of the Month at 6 pm 

Begins October 6, 2025 on Gratitude 
Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 

Enter through the office. 

SCRIPTURE STUDY  
A historical reflection on the upcoming  

Gospels. Led by Matt Conley, DRE 
Weekly on Tuesdays at 1-2:30 pm 

Begins October 7, 2025 
Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 

Enter through the office. 

OCIA/RCIA ~ Oct.15~7:30-8:30 pm 
Then Third and First Wednesdays 

In the Church. Led by Matt Conley, DRE. 

HOLY SPIRIT WOMEN’S CLUB  

Fall Fiesta Dinner and Bingo  

Thursday, October 9th at 6:00 pm.  

$30 for dinner and 2 drink tickets 

 We will be collecting toiletries for those in 

need. Tickets will be sold after all masses 

on Sept. 27 & 28  and October 4 & 5. 

Please call Angela Provisor with any 

 questions, 310-498-9444.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 

Oktoberfest Dinner 
Tuesday October 14th 
Doors open at 6 PM 

Dinner to follow at 7:00 PM 
 

Come join us for fun, tasty food and  
friendship! $25.00 PER PERSON---Dinner 

and Two drink tickets 
AND A CHANCE TO WIN A DOORPRIZE! 

 
Brats, sausages, cooked in beer. 

German Potato salad and much more 
???? New To Holy Spirit ?????? 

 
Let us buy you a FREE dinner  

(new members only) come JOIN US!!!!!! 

Justice & Service - Oct.20 ~ 6:30 pm 
Third Mondays of the Month 

Cornerstone Rm. in the Parish House 


