
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email. 

ONLINE DONATING Go to www.holyspirit-sr.org 

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING  

Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
The office faces Raters Drive. Look for the fountain. 

Phone (707) 539-4495, FAX 707.539.3343 
office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

October 18-19, 2025 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 29thSunday in Ordinary Time—  October 18-19, 2025 

SO, WHY PRAY? 

 

What were the words you used the last time you prayed? I mean, really prayed, not just grace 

before meals or ‘Now I lay Me Down To Sleep’; but a heartfelt prayer. Was it words like, please or I 

want? Words like I need or Why don’t you? Or was it words like; Thank you and praise you and I 

love you and ‘What can I do for you, my God?’ 

We each can ask ourselves: Do I contact God only in times of loss, pain and suffering? Only in 

times of trial? What about regularly giving God prayers of praise and thanksgiving each and every 

day, especially words of gratitude and love? 

Some people say that religious people are hypocrites and do bad things in the name of religious 

beliefs. There are a lot of people out there who want to keep God and religion at a distance… except 

when disaster occurs. And then they wonder where He is! From their side, they’ve had no contact 

with God and now, when things are bad, they wonder where God is. [BTW – God is where He  

always is/was/shall be] 

As Christians we know that God is aware of our needs. God knows them better than we do, 

and knows them even before we ask Him to fulfill our needs. So when we pray we’re not informing 

God about anything God doesn’t already know. What we’re really doing is asking God what He 

wants us to do. 

God wants to take care of us… God is eager to respond to us. We shouldn’t assume that we 

pray in order to overcome God’s reluctance. We don’t pray in order to change God’s mind. Heck, I 

don’t want God to change His mind about me. God’s already totally for me. I don’t want Him to 

change at all. 

So why pray? Well, first of all we need to rid ourselves of the bad habit of praying as if we are 

talking at God. Prayer should not and cannot be a one-way presentation of our own little shopping 

list of items we want God to take from His shelf and put into our shopping cart. That’s little more 

than Department-Store Christianity. A very important reason for praying is so that we will take the 

opportunity to listen to God, to reflect on what God has been doing in our lives, and to contem-

plate… so that we can begin to see God’s responses to us. Another very important reason is so that 

we will place ourselves at His disposal. Prayer, consistent prayer, is saying to God “I love you. I’m 

here for you. What would you like me to do for you? I’ll do what you ask.” 

Ever say something out loud and then retract it once you’ve heard yourself actually say it – and 

then rephrase what you really meant? Me too. So, another important point is that we pray in order to 

ask. Not that God needs us to ask. No. It is we who need to ask. We need to hear what we are asking 

for. Is what we want worthwhile, of value, of sufficient value that it’s worth asking God? God is pre-

sent to us in His most valuable gifts to us. What value do we place on them? Are they of enough value 

for us to invest our time in seeking them? Time is far more valuable to us than mere money. When we 

take the time to fashion something we must really value it. Prayer, says God, is valuable to us. 

So why pray? To show God that we really do want Him. To let God give us what we really 

want and truly need, something far deeper than simple answers to most of our prayer requests. 

In your prayers, give God your very best. As I said before, tell Him:  “I love you. I’m here for 

you. What would you like me to do for you? I’ll do what you ask.” Then, and only then, ask God for 

His very best – His love. He will give it to you, His very own presence and love in your heart and in 

your soul. Did not Jesus tell us: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7) 

The big thing, however, is to be persistent, so seek God daily and consistently. Love that’s not 

renewed grows cold. Is love that is unspoken really love?  Today’s Gospel asked: When the Son of 

Man returns, will He find faith on earth?  And we might further ask: When we return to God, will He 

find love of Him embedded deeply in our hearts, in the days of our lives?                                                                                                                         

I think He will. 

  Father Ron 



 

Last Week’s General Collection     $ 8,158 

Online General Collection     $ 1,310  

 

This week’s second collection is for  

our Religious Education Department. 

Please write separate checks.  
 

FUNERALS 

Dale Hands ~ Oct. 25, 2025 at 11 am 

Peg Devine ~ Nov. 22, 2025 at 12 noon  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Erma DeSimone, Jack Tolin, Larry Kubo, 

Yolanda Farias,  Marie Mahoney, Gary  

Mahoney,  Diana Rives, Charles Marchese, 

Mollie Nichols, Roland Thibault, John Guth, 

Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, 

Janice Wright, Joe Turdo, Theresa Sha-

nahan, Richard Vitali, Russ Dieter, Ralph 

Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott Humble,  John 

Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  Mickey 

Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan Scott, Char-

lene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  Carlos Perez,  

Donna McMullen, Sharon Leiberman, Mike 

Murray, Greg Macy, Gabriella Ibarra, John 

McHugh, Nancy Carrey, Marion Fairbank, 

Tim Coyne, John Scrempos, Mike and  

Nancy Cusack, Cecelia Bautista, Bob  

Spalding, Donald Brent, Tristan Humble, 

Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp, Doug  

Harman, Margaret Duffy, Maria Alvarez, 

and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Dale Hands, Barbara Bardella, Diane 

Drew, Charlene McDaniel, Peg Devine,  

Cecelia Hurst, Josephine Battaglia, Bernice 

Rogers, Elizabeth Olsen, Larry  Bancroft, 

John Vander Vennet,  Frank Moreda, Gary 

Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt,  

Jim Murray, Laura Pontes, Jacob Busienei, 

Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope 

Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, 

Judy  Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez, Robert 

O’Donnell,  William Westendorf, Ken  

Campbell, John Kerrige, Laura Zabatta, 

Sharon Vaughn, Barbara Spaulding,  

Joseph Panara, Larry Darling. 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. 

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1— Carole R. 

#2— Mary H. 

Carla A. 

Jerry A. 

Kathy S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1— Lydia D. 

#2— Michael W. 

Pauline B. 

Cindy H. 

Kurt K. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1— Mary L. 

#2— Lynn L. 

Diane L. 

John L. 

Mike W. 

10/18 Sat 5:00 pm Barbara Bridge 

10/19 Sun 8:00 am † Larry Darling 

10/19 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

10/20 Mon 9:00 am 
† Roy& Genevieve 

Musetti 

10/21 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

10/22 Wed 9:00 am 
Fr. Ron’s 32nd 

Anniversary 

10/23 Thurs 9:00 am † Laura Dole 

10/24 Fri 9:00 am † David Plagge  

10/25 Sat 5:00 pm 
Deceased Members 

of Conrad Family 

10/26 Sun 8:00 am † Steve McNally 

10/26 Sun 10:30 am For the People 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Oct. 25-26 

MASS INTENTIONS: October 18-26 



FAITH FORMATION CLASSES  
NOTE TIME CHANGES 

 

K-4 COMMUNION PREP/ WHOLE FAMILY  

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm  

1st & 2nd Year Prep for First Communion.  

2nd Year students will move to a separate 

class halfway through the year. 
POST COMMUNION/OLDER STUDENT 

 Not a Sacrament Prep Class 

Begins October 22nd from 5-6 pm 

For students who have completed 1st 

Communion and are in grades 3, 4, or 5 

or have not made their 1st Communion 

and are in 5th grade. 
YOUTH GROUP & 

1st & 2nd YEAR CONFIRMATION 

Wednesdays 6-7:30 pm. For ALL students 

6th—12th grade regardless of whether 

they have completed Confirmation or are 

preparing. 2nd Year prep will move to a 

separate class halfway through the year.  

 

$50 per student. Scholarships available. 

         UPCOMING  

JUSTICE & SERVICE—MON., OCT. 20 @ 6:30 pm 

SCRIPTURE STUDY— TUESDAY, OCT. 21 @ 1pm 

TRUNK OR TREAT—WED., OCT. 29 @ 6 pm 

MEN’S FAITH SHARING—MON. NOV. 3 @ 6 pm 

OCIA/RCIA—WED. NOV. 5 @7:30-8:30 pm 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS—SAT. NOV. 8 @1-3pm 

MEN’S CLUB DINNER—TUES. NOV. 11  

WOMEN’S CLUB DINNER—THURS. NOV. 13 

OCIA/RCIA  Nov. 5th ~7:30-8:30 pm 
First and Third Wednesdays 

In the Church. 
 Led by Matt Conley, DRE. 

Consider attending if you are interested 
in becoming Catholic, are an  

unconfirmed adult, or would like more 
information about your Catholic faith.  

Weekly topics will vary. 

Justice & Service 
In Community  

 October 20 
 6:30-7:30 pm 
Third Mondays 
 of the Month 

Cornerstone Room 
in the Parish House 

Enter through the office. 

JOIN OUR RIVETING 
CONVERSATION ON SCRIPTURE! 

An academic reflection on the upcoming  
Gospels. Led by Matt Conley, DRE 

Weekly on Tuesdays 
from 1-2:30 pm 

Cornerstone Rm. in the 
Parish House 

Drop ins are welcome! 

Men’s Faith Sharing Group  
First Mondays of the Month at 6 pm 

November 3rd 
Cornerstone Room 
in the Parish House 

Enter through the office. 

 

ST. THÉRÈSE OF LISIEUX  

This is the 100th anniversary of her Canonization 

and the Jubilee year. Her relics will visit the  

following nearby churches. 

Sunday, October 26 

7:30 am welcome ceremony at: 

St. Apollinaris Church, 3700 Lassen St, Napa 

followed by Mass at 7:30, 9:00, and 10:30 

Bishop Robert Vasa presides at the 12:00 pm  

concelebrated Mass 

2:00 pm departure for: 

St. Joan of Arc Church, 6404 Washington St, 

Yountville 

2:30 pm welcome. Procession with reliquary and 

veneration until 7:00 pm departure 


