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Phone (707) 5§39-4495, Office faces Raters Dr.
office@holyspiritSR.org Welbsite: www.holyspirit-sr.org
OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The office will be closed on December 24th, 25th, 26th.
Voicemails and emails will be checked.

Pastor
Father Ron Serban

Deacons
John Storm 707.479.5424
email: jsform@srdiocese.org

Bob Holgren
email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org

Liturgical Music Director
Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org

Director of Religious Education
Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org
707.539.4495 ext.108

Office Administrator
Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org

St. Vincent De Paul Society
707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm

Men’s Club
Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115

Women'’s Club
Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581

Prayer Chain
Diane Bowman. Call the office.

Parish Finance Council Chair

Brian Connolly,
brian@brianconnolly.net

Parish Advisory Council Chair

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net
707.921.9292

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT to CHRISTMAS

December 20—25, 2025

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am
Tuesday- Communion Service
Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm
Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is
recorded each week and uploaded to our
Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.
Marriage: Call 6 months in advance.
Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.

PARISH REGISTRATION In person, online, or by email.

ONLINE DONATING Visit us at www.holyspirit-sr.org

Our online giving options have expanded to include
Venmo, ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto.

HOME COMMUNION Please contact the office.

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church.

VOLUNTEERING Are you interested in helping out?e
We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can
teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping
Hands, etc. Please call or email the office.
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FOURTHSUNDAY OF ADVENT TO CHRISTMAS 2025

For Unto Us This Day is Born a Savior

Christ is born for us! That is the clear message of our cele-
bration today. Christ is born— He didn’t just ‘appear’ but
was born, just as we were all born. We believe that Christ,
although Divine, is truly human like us in all things except
A &, sin.

Christ is born—there is no illusion in his birth, He is fully human. Christ is born—born of Mary,
born of a virgin, born as a tiny baby. The eternal God, the infinite One, came in the incarna-
tion as a tiny child.

This immense contrast between the infinity of God and the absolute fragility of a tiny baby
is incredible. Why did He do it? He did it for us! Christ is born for us — to be with us! Christ
takes on our humanity so that we can share in His Divinity.

We have, at one level, absolutely no idea what that might mean—except that God loves us
more than we can imagine. God comes to our world to set us free from sin, but also that we
might share in the Divine life. That we might begin to have eternal experiences here and now.
So - into the silence of the night came the birth of a baby who was God.

Into the silence of the night came the birth of the Word. The Word of God comes as a baby
who does not know how to speak at all and must learn speaking as you and | do.

Incredible — isn’t it?

That is, God, Jesus, was born, grew up, and lived life just exactly as we all do- yes, as infi-
nite, almighty God, but also as a flesh and blood human being, really and truly like us all-yet
still really and truly God. How can this be? That is the mystery of the Trinity.

Do you see then what these words — “ God became flesh, God is with us” -really mean?
They mean that our religion must not lead us to seek God someplace outside of this world, like
only in heaven, someplace outside of our human history. They mean that the Christian religion,
right from the very beginning with the birth of Jesus at Christmas, specifically teaches the direct
opposite-that God came into the world, that God is right here, with us, STILL in the world, in
daily human history with all of its good and bad, with all of its ambiguity; that for us this is the
place where we can find God.

Emmanuel-God IS with us! To me, this is the special, particular message of Christmas that,
like Jesus, we must make our way by whom we are, and where we are, and when we are. That
is it; that is all; that is the whole story. And that is the kind of understanding to which Christmas
calls us in these simple Scripture words; “ God became flesh; God is with us”. God is here.

God knows what it is like to be like you.
God knows you.
God loves you.
God will never hurt or abandon you.

I wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

/: ather Kon
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MASS INTENTIONS: December 20-28

12/20 | Sat | 5:00 pm T Mary Byrne
12/21 | Sun | 8:00 am For the People
12/21 | Sun | 10:30 am T Ben Ernst

_ Happy Birthday
1222 | Mon | 9:00am | ¢ pon'& Charlie Vera
12/23 | Tue | 9:00am | Communion Service
12/24 | Wed | 4 PM CHRISTMAS EVE
12/25 | Thurs | MIDNIGHT MIDNIGHT MASS
12/25 | Thurs| 8 AM CHRISTMAS DAY
12/25 | Thurs | 10:30 AM CHRISTMAS DAY
12/25 | Thurs 1PM CHRISTMAS DAY
12/26 | Fri | 9:00 am t Lillian Sullivan
12127 | sat | s00pm | T ©ING & rolanda
12/28 | Sun | 8:00 am For the People

_ T Marianna, Lucjan,
12/28 | Sun | 10:30 am & Mila Skarzynska

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: December 27-28

Mass Lectors Eucharistic Min.

Sat. #1— Carole R. E((]Jl’rlfwy S

5:00 pm | #2—Pat 8. Arlene S.

sun. #1— Michael W. g(')r;)‘ijg KH

8:00 am | #2— Bob A. Michele M.
sun. #1— John M. g‘l'g:(jlf D.
10:30am | #2— Holly K. Donna K.

Last Week's General Collection  $ 6,930
Online General Collection $ 1,355
Retirement for Religious $ 3,027

Next week’s second collection is for our
Building & Maintenance.
Please write separate checks.

Thank You!

FUNERALS

Karen Panoski ~ January 3, 2026 at 11 am

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Danny Ruckman, Cindi Doell Deb Stucke,
Joanne Landen, Jordyn P. (infant), Richard
LaRussa, Tristan Humble, Mike Cusack,
Patricia Crook, LUAnn Capps, Wayne
LaVelle, Erma DeSimone, Larry Kubo,
Yolanda Farias, Marie Mahoney, Gary
Mahoney, Diana Rives, Charles Marchese,
Mollie Nichols, Roland Thibault, John Guth,
Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John May,
Janice Wright, Joe Turdo, Russ Dieter, Ralph
Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott Humble, John
Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls, Mickey
Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan Scoft,
Charlene Abayon, Gerri Peterson, Carlos
Perez, Donna McMullen, Sharon Leiberman,
Mike Murray, Nancy Cusack, Greg Macy,
Gabiriella Ibarra, John McHugh, Nancy
Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, John
Scrempos, Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding,
Donald Brent, Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp,
Doug Harman, Margaret Duffy, Maria
Alvarez, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree.

FOR THE SOULS
Julie Caruso, Karen Panoski, Benjamin and
Jessica Stone, Horst Tilsch, Louis Capuano,
Richard Vitali, Mike Largent, Eileen Poggi,
Roger Provey Jr., Dale Hands, Barbara
Bardella, Diane Drew, Charlene McDaniel,
Peg Devine, Cecelia Hurst, Josephine
Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, Elizabeth Olsen,
Larry Bancroft, John Vander Vennet, Frank
Moreda, Gary Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen,
Gail Flatt, Jim Murray, Laura Pontes, Jacob
Busienei, Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo,
Pope Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Light-
foot, Judy Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez.

Please call the office if
you wish to add, remove
or keep someone on the

prayer list. Each name
will remain for 3 months
from the time we receive

a request unless we
hear otherwise.



PARTICIPATE IN THE CHILDREN’S MASS
DECEMBER 24th at 4 P.M.

Come be part of the Christmas story as
Father Ron narrates it during Mass.
We need angels, shepherds, donkeys,
sheep, citizens of Bethlehem, wise men and
women. We will provide the costumes at
the back of church. Arrive by 3:30pm to

get into costume. Those in the pageant will &4

sit with Mrs. Coffey until Fr. Ron calls
them up to the manger scene and then
return to their families after the reading.
Remember to turn in your costumes for
next year. Parents, grandparents, family
friends who want to assist with “wardrobe”
please meet Mrs. Coffey at 3:30pm to get
the children into costume.
Children who are also singing the prelude
(songs before Mass-Away in a Manger and
Hark the Herald Angels—meet at the
piano at 3:15pm to rehearse.
What a wonderful birthday gift to give to

Christmas Eve Dec. 24th at 4 p.m.
~Children’s Mass

Midnight Mass Dec. 25th at 12 a.m.

Christmas Day Masses Dec. 25th
8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
1244 St. Francis Rd. Santa Rosa, CA 95409
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NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES

Holy Day of Obligation
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

MIDNIGHT MASS at 12 a.m.
JANUARY 1st~9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Jesus to be part of His story!

«SCRIPTURE STUDY TUESDAYS, JAN6 @ 1 PM
«GRIEF SUPPORT —WED., JAN 7 @ 2-4 PM
«OCIA—WED. JAN 7 @ 7:30-8:30 PM

+WOMEN’S CLUB BLESSED MOTHER SMALL CHIL-
DREN & BABY SHOWER — THURS.,JAN. 8th @ 6 PM
MEN’S CLUB — TUES., JAN. 13th @ 6 PM
«JUSTICE & SERVICE—MON., JAN 19 @ 6:30 PM

UPCOMING

ALL FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
will NOT meet during the last two
weeks of December.
Classes resume in January.

SIMBANG GABI
Jubilee Year Celebration 2025
December 21, 2025 at 7 pm

Multilingual Filipino Potluck
At Holy Spirit Church
Theme: The Future of the Spirit:
Dynamic and Active Hope

Join us! Simbang Gabi, which means
“Night Mass”, is a beloved Filipino
Catholic tradition celebrated through the
nine days of prayerful Masses leading up
to Christmas. It is a time of joyful
waiting, sacrifice, and community, as the
faithful gather to prepare their hearts for
the birth of Christ. Through Scripture,
song, and shared devotion, Simbang
Gabi reminds us to remain watchful and
hopeful in Advent.

Questions: Fr. Gumalay 707.714.7541




