
Pastor 

       Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren  

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115  

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581  

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net  

707.921.9292 

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE  

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am  

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.     

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times.  

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email. 

ONLINE DONATING Visit us at  www.holyspirit-sr.org  
Our online giving options have expanded to include 
Venmo, ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto.  

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
Phone (707) 539-4495, Office faces Raters Dr. 

office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

January 3-4, 2026 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From the Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—January 3-4, 2026 

Three Magi, Three Gifts for the Child-King 

 If I asked you to think of the three worst things you ever did in your life, even if you didn‘t 

want to admit them, you could come up with them pretty quickly, certainly one of them, in-

stantly. Now, if I asked you to think of the three best things you have ever done in your life 

(other than marriage and children) it would take a great deal more time. 

 Sadly, many of us were raised that way. We were constantly chastised for anything wrong we 

did and hardly ever acknowledged for who we were as individuals or doing the best we 

could. Sadly, some of us have carried this mindset into our adult life, or in how we have treat-

ed our own children or, worst of all, to think that this is how God sees us. 

 When we think of ourselves as only bad, unworthy or insufficient, we very much limit our own 

potential, that is, the person God created us to be. The person God KNOWS we can be. The 

person God wants to help us be. 

 The Feast we celebrate today speaks of ‘Magi’ who made a great journey to find the new 

born King. They traveled to places unknown to them. Finding the King without – their eyes 

were opened to look ‘within‘. 

 Our faith sometimes takes us to uncharted territory. We are called today to make a journey. 

But not to Bethlehem, not to the Holy Land, not to Rome. Not even to San Francisco. Our 

faith calls us today to make the effort to make the inward journey to find ourselves. 

 Think about it: though we all have lived with ourselves our entire lives, we can still know very 

little about who we actually are. Ask someone who has known you for many years. You‘ll be 

surprised how their view of you is quite different than yours. As we said, what you know 

about yourself often focuses on your negative qualities, forgetting that, “…the glory of the 

Lord shines upon you.” We are each and every one made in the image and likeness of God. 

 So, first off, we need to find Jesus in ourselves. Most people might expect a king to be in an 

ornate palace, He actually resides in the quiet town of Bethlehem. Most people think of God 

as far off watching ‘from a distance’; yet, He is found in the quiet of your heart. Right now - 

even as you read this. 

 In our inner search, He will not be in those things the material world values, He is present in 

the quiet corners of our soul. The Magi had to go across their known world to find the King of 

Israel; we only need search the expanse of ourselves for our Savior. 

 The three best things you have ever done are your three gifts to the Child-King. The three 

worst… are His gifts to you in forgiving them and setting you free of their burden. May this 

newfound freedom bring you health, holiness and happiness this New Year, 2026! 

For, the best - is yet to come! 

Father Ron 

 



 

Last Week’s General Collection   $  5,802 

Online General Collection                               $  1,833 

Christmas Collection                     $ 24.619 

 

 

 

This week’s second collection is for  

our Building & Maintenance. 

Please write separate checks.  

FUNERALS 

Karen Panoski ~ January 3, 2026 at 11 am 

Julie Caruso ~ Celebration of Life  

January 10, 2026 at 10 am 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

The Bowker Family, Danny Ruckman, Cindi 

Doell, Deb Stucke, Joanne Landen, Jordyn 

P. (infant), Richard LaRussa,  Tristan Humble, 

Mike  Cusack, Patricia Crook, LuAnn Capps, 

Wayne LaVelle, Erma  DeSimone, Larry  

Kubo, Yolanda Farias, Marie Mahoney, Gary  

Mahoney,  Diana Rives, Charles Marchese, 

Mollie Nichols, Roland Thibault, John Guth, 

Eliana Pavlicka, Ellie Steffens, John  May, 

Janice Wright, Joe Turdo, Russ Dieter, Ralph 

Sobieski, Francis Dolan, Scott Humble, John 

Scott, Jessica Berlo, Renee Ralls,  Mickey 

Smith, Rose-Ann Saporita, Juan Scott,  

Charlene Abayon, Gerri Peterson,  Carlos 

Perez, Donna McMullen, Mike Murray,  

Nancy Cusack, Greg Macy, Gabriella  

Ibarra, John McHugh, Nancy Carrey, Marion 

Fairbank, Tim Coyne, John Scrempos,  

Cecelia Bautista, Bob Spalding, Donald 

Brent, Marlene Knivila, Jenny Lemp,  

and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Julie Caruso, Karen Panoski, Benjamin and 

Jessica  Stone, Horst Tilsch, Louis Capuano, 

Richard Vitali, Mike Largent, Eileen Poggi, 

Roger Provey Jr., Dale Hands, Barbara 

Bardella, Diane Drew, Charlene McDaniel, 

Peg Devine, Cecelia Hurst, Josephine 

Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, Elizabeth Olsen, 

Larry  Bancroft, John Vander Vennet,  Frank 

Moreda, Gary Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, 

Gail Flatt, Jim Murray, Laura Pontes, Jacob 

Busienei, Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, 

Pope Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Light-

foot, Judy  Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez. 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1— Ed R. 

#2— Jo Ann A. 

Ann R. 

Steve R. 

Arlene S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1— Kathy L. 

#2— Michael W. 

Brian C. 

Cindy H. 

Michele M. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1— Don F. 

#2— Therese M. 

Loyde J. 

Sherry J. 

Diane L. 

01/03 Sat 9:00 am For The People 

01/03 Sat 5:00 pm 
† Mary Jane Royack & 

† Dominic Canazaro 

01/04 Sun 8:00 am † Roger McCarrick 

01/04 Sun 10:30 am For The People 

01/05 Mon 9:00 am Ray Krause 

01/06 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

01/07 Wed 9:00 am Ruth Canniff 

01/08 Thurs 9:00 am † Lillian Sullivan 

01/09 Fri 9:00 am Lynn Lankford Bday 

01/10 Sat 5:00 pm Dorothy Serban Nassar 

01/11 Sun 8:00 am For The People 

01/11 Sun 10:30 am † Louis Capuano 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: January 10-11 

MASS INTENTIONS: January 3-10, 2026 

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. Visit our 
website at www.holyspirit-sr.org. 

ALL FAITH FORMATION CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN RESUME JAN. 7th 



         UPCOMING 
 

•SCRIPTURE STUDY TUESDAYS, JAN 6 @ 1 PM 

•OCIA—WED. JAN 7  @ 7:30-8:30 PM 

•WOMEN’S CLUB BLESSED MOTHER SMALL CHILDREN 

& BABIES SHOWER — THURS.,JAN. 8th @ 6 PM 

•MEN’S CLUB — TUES., JAN. 13th @ 6 PM 

•JUSTICE & SERVICE—MON., JAN 19 @ 6:30 PM 

•PASSIONATE POLENTA—FRIDAY, JAN 23rd  

JOIN OUR RIVETING 
CONVERSATION ON SCRIPTURE! 

An academic reflection on the upcoming  
Gospels. Led by Matt Conley, DRE 

Weekly on Tuesdays  
1-2:30 pm 

Drop ins are welcome!  
Enter through the office.  

OCIA/RCIA  JAN. 7th ~7:30-8:30 pm 
Usually First and Third Wednesdays 

In the Church.  Led by Matt Conley, DRE. 

Consider attending if you are interested in  
becoming Catholic, are an unconfirmed 
adult, or would like more information 

about your Catholic faith. Topics vary. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT WOMEN’S CLUB 

Blessed Mother Babies and 

 Small Children Shower  

 Thursday, Jan. 8
th 

at 6 PM 

Tickets are $30 including dinner  

and 2 drink tickets 

 Marion Sisters Choral Group 

We kindly ask for donations of new,  

unwrapped clothing, diapers and blankets 

for infants and children under  

the age of 5 years.  

All donations will be distributed to The 

Living Room and Catholic Charities.   

For questions, please contact  

Angela Provisor at 310-498-9444. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 
 

RELIGIOUS RIBS! 
Tuesday January 13th  

 
GUEST SPEAKER! 

 
DOORS OPEN 6 PM 

DINNER TO FOLLOW @  7 PM    
 

$25.00 PER PERSON 
*Includes 2 drink tickets  

and prize tickets* 
 

THE BEST BBQ’d RIBS YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD ! Ribs and all the fixin’s 

 
hsmcsr@aol.com 

God thirsts for our healing and gratefully 

He is not limited in the ways He 

heals and comforts us in our losses. If you 

have lost a loved one and are 

seeking healing, comfort and support, 

consider joining us on Wednesday 

January 7, 2026 from 2-4 p.m. for a 

grief art retreat, using song, Scripture 

and art to understand and heal. All art 

materials will be provided. Light 

refreshments will also be provided. For 

further information, contact Deanna 

at 909-532-0102 or Mary at 707-495-3095. 

 

HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 

“PASSIONATE POLENTA” Holy Spirit Hall 
Friday, January 23, 2026 

Doors open 6 PM, Dinner served @ 7 PM 
Everyone is invited!  $30.00 per person 

Polenta, stew, salad, garlic bread.  
No Host Full Bar. Tickets on sale after 

mass. NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR 
Limited to 150 People 

hsmcsr@aol.com 


