
Pastor 

 Father Ron Serban 

Deacons 

John Storm 707.479.5424 

    email: jstorm@srdiocese.org 

Bob Holgren 

    email: DcnBob@holyspiritSR.org 

Liturgical Music Director 

Francis Oliveira, francis@holyspiritSR.org 

Director of Religious Education 

Matt Conley, matt@holyspiritSR.org 

707.539.4495 ext.108 

Office Administrator 

Ruth Canniff, office@holyspiritsr.org 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 

707.537.7835, call Mon. 2-3:30 pm 

Men’s Club 

Bob Benjamin, 707.292.1115 

Women’s Club 

Kathleen Freitag, 415.860.2581 

Prayer Chain 

Diane Bowman. Call the office. 

Parish Finance Council Chair 

Brian Connolly,  

brian@brianconnolly.net 

Parish Advisory Council Chair 

Loyde Johnson, loydej@sbcglobal.net 

707.921.9292 

MASS & SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Weekday Mass: Mon., Wed., Thurs, Fri. at 9 am 

Tuesday-  Communion Service 

Saturday Mass of Anticipation: 5 pm   

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 10:30 am   

1st Saturday of the Month: 9 am 

Video Mass: The Saturday Mass is  

recorded each week and uploaded to our 

Youtube channel, Holy Spirit—Santa Rosa.    

SACRAMENTS: Please call the office 707.539.4495 

Reconciliation: Call the office for times. 

Marriage: Call 6 months in advance. 

Baptism: Call 3 months in advance.  

PARISH REGISTRATION  In person, online, or by email. 

ONLINE DONATING Visit us at  www.holyspirit-sr.org  
Our online giving options have expanded to include 
Venmo, ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto.  

HOME COMMUNION  Please contact the office. 

CHOIR PRACTICE Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

VOLUNTEERING Are you interested in helping out?  

We can use help with Flower Arranging (we can 

teach you), Video Board, Maintenance, Helping 

Hands, etc. Please call or email the office. 

PARISH OFFICE: 1244 St. Francis Rd., Santa Rosa, Ca  95409 
Phone (707) 539-4495, Office faces Raters Dr. 

office@holyspiritSR.org Website:  www.holyspirit-sr.org 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

January 10-11, 2026 

holyspirit-sr.org


...From your Pastor’s Desk 

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~May 31-June 1 2025 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD—January 10-11, 2026 

The Baptism of the Lord
And a voice came from the heavens, saying: 

“This is my beloved Son; with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3)

Jesus has just been baptized by John. There’s a crowd.  Many of them have also just been 
baptized. Jesus feels the enormity of the occasion and kneels to pray. Then, suddenly, something 
happens to change everything.  The heavens open and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a 
dove and God speaks to His Son. 

What an overwhelming experience it must have been for everyone who witnessed the 
event. Jesus had shown both acceptance of his humanness and solidarity with the people. The 
loving words of His Father gave Him strength and courage to set out on the mission that would 
ultimately lead to the cross. He clearly knew God’s Will and what He must do to follow it. 

Unlike Jesus who began His ministry with Divine endorsement, few of us can ever be  
certain that we are totally pleasing God.  While we strive to do God’s Will, very often it is not clear 
whether God’s Will and our will are the same. We tend to follow our inclination, assuming that 
since God placed these desires in our hearts, we must be on the right track. When we are nagged 
by self-doubt, there are two useful questions for self—assessment. 

-The first is to ask ourselves whether we are at peace – whether personally or profession-
ally. If we spread love and joy, then in all likelihood we are living out God’s dream for us. 

-On the other hand, if we experience constant chaos within and without, then we may
need to pray for clarity and seek advice from those wiser than ourselves. 

Father Ron 

Baptism Requirements: 

If you attend the Sunday Morning Masses, especially the 10:30 mass, you will notice an 
 increased number of families. What a joy to see. And with families come young children and  
babies. And with babies and young children comes baptism! 

Accordingly we are including the basic requirements to have a child baptized in a parish.  
As you know we cannot do baptisms ‘on-demand’.  Nor is there any sense in baptizing a child  
into a faith in which the child has little or no chance of being raised, particularly if someone 
wanted the baptism for more cultural than spiritual reasons.  However, we do understand that 
many do not know the specific conditions that need to be met preceding baptism, conditions set 
by Holy Mother Church, which gracefully bring a person, of any age, into the local Catholic  
Community.  

So, for clarification purposes – here are the basic requirements:

• Family must be registered in a parish and be regular Mass attendees 

• One or both parents need to be a practicing Catholic 

• Child must have a reasonable chance to be brought up in the Faith. 
• Parents and God parents must attend a ‘Baptism Preparation’ class. 

• At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic 

• A three month waiting period (after initial request) is required – so the Parish and the family
can become fully acquainted as the child is being baptized into this Parish Family. 

These may seem obvious, but some might need clarification or explanation, especially to 
people who are either new to the faith or are recently returning to the practice of the faith.  
Please contact Fr. Ron who will be very happy to meet with you.



 

Last Week’s General Collection   $ 8,840 

Online General Collection                              $ 3,807  

Building & Maintenance              $ 5,208 

 

 

 

Next week’s second collection is for  

our the Church in Latin America. 

Please write separate checks.  

LOST AND FOUND   LOST—gold earring with 

pearl.  FOUND KEYS with leather tag. 
FOUND EARRING—an silver and turquoise 

earring.  FOUND FOB KEY. Call the office at 
707.539.4495. For other items, check the 

small table at the back of church. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK  

& THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

The Bowker Family, Danny Ruckman, Cindi 

Doell, Deb Stucke, Joanne Landen, Jordyn 

P. (infant), Richard LaRussa,  Tristan Humble, 

Mike  Cusack, Patricia Crook, LuAnn Capps, 

Wayne LaVelle, Larry Kubo, Yolanda Farias, 

Marie Mahoney, Gary Mahoney,  Diana 

Rives, Charles Marchese, Mollie Nichols, Ro-

land Thibault, John Guth, Eliana Pavlicka, 

Ellie Steffens, John  May, Janice Wright, Joe 

Turdo, Russ Dieter, Ralph Sobieski, Francis 

Dolan, Scott Humble, John Scott, Jessica 

Berlo, Renee Ralls,  Mickey Smith, Rose-Ann 

Saporita, Juan Scott, Charlene Abayon, 

Gerri Peterson,  Carlos Perez, Donna McMul-

len, Mike Murray, Nancy Cusack, Greg  

Macy, Gabriella Ibarra, John McHugh,  

Nancy Carrey, Marion Fairbank, Tim Coyne, 

John Scrempos, Cecelia Bautista, Bob  

Spalding, Donald Brent, Marlene Knivila, 

Jenny Lemp, and the Holy Spirit Phone Tree. 

FOR THE SOULS                                        

Erma  DeSimone, Julie Caruso, Karen 

Panoski, Benjamin and Jessica  Stone, Horst 

Tilsch, Louis Capuano, Richard Vitali, Mike 

Largent, Eileen Poggi, Roger Provey Jr., 

Dale Hands, Barbara Bardella, Diane Drew, 

Charlene McDaniel, Peg Devine, Cecelia 

Hurst, Josephine Battaglia, Bernice Rogers, 

Elizabeth Olsen, Larry  Bancroft, John 

Vander Vennet,  Frank Moreda, Gary 

Meagher, MaryEllen Friesen, Gail Flatt, Jim 

Murray, Laura Pontes, Jacob Busienei, 

Shelly Schofield, Catherine Kubo, Pope 

Francis, Sharon Larrance, Doug Lightfoot, 

Judy  Pinella, Andrew Gonzalez. 

Please call the office if 
you wish to add, remove 
or keep someone on the  
prayer list. Each name 

will remain for 3 months 
from the time we receive 

a request unless we 
hear otherwise.  

Mass Lectors                 Eucharistic Min. 

Sat.  

5:00 pm 

#1— Laurie B. 

#2— Pat B. 

Judith M. 

Shirley S. 

Tim S. 

Sun.  

8:00 am 

#1— Brian C. 

#2— Larry K. 

Kurt K. 

Robin K. 

Martie S. 

Sun. 

10:30am 

#1— Rosalinda  

#2— Lilla O. 

Diane H. 

Jolon W. 

Mike W. 

01/10 Sat 5:00 pm Dorothy Serban Nassar 

01/11 Sun 8:00 am For The People 

01/11 Sun 10:30 am † Louis Capuano 

01/12 Mon 9:00 am Helen Ripple 

01/13 Tue 9:00 am Communion Service 

01/14 Wed 9:00 am Jacky Macy 

01/15 Thurs 9:00 am †Raymond Benedict 

01/16 Fri 9:00 am † Tom Peterson 

01/17 Sat 5:00 pm Elly Manfredi 

01/18 Sun 8:00 am For The People 

01/18 Sun 10:30 am † Gerri Asti 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: January 17-18 

MASS INTENTIONS: January 10-18, 2026 

ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS: Our online giving  
options have expanded to include Venmo, 
 ApplePay, Paypal, & Stock/Crypto. Visit our 
website at www.holyspirit-sr.org. 



         UPCOMING 
 

•SCRIPTURE STUDY TUESDAYS, JAN 13 @ 1 PM 

•MEN’S CLUB — TUES., JAN. 13th @ 6 PM 

•JUSTICE & SERVICE—MON., JAN 19 @ 6:30 PM 

•OCIA—WED. JAN 21 @ 7:30-8:30 PM 

•PASSIONATE POLENTA—FRIDAY, JAN 23rd  

•GRIEF SUPPORT—WED. FEB. 4th, 2-4 pm 

JOIN OUR RIVETING 
CONVERSATION ON SCRIPTURE! 

An academic reflection on the upcoming  
Gospels. Led by Matt Conley, DRE 

Weekly Tuesdays 1-2:30 pm 
Drop ins are welcome!  

Enter through the office.  

OCIA/RCIA  7:30-8:30 pm 
Usually First and Third Wednesdays 

In the Church.  Led by Matt Conley, DRE. 

Consider attending if you are interested in  
becoming Catholic, are an unconfirmed 
adult, or would like more information 

about your Catholic faith. Topics vary. 

SAFETY COMMITTEE  
Holy Spirit Parish cares about the safety of 
all who visit our facilities and participate in 

our programs. We are forming a Safety 
Committee to meet periodically to review 
federal, state, and Diocesan compliance,  

inspect for hazards, and update prepared-
ness plans. Initially the meetings should be 
quarterly and then as needed but at least 

once a year. We need people who are knowl-
edgeable about fire safety, disaster prepar-
edness, health safety, and violence preven-
tion to  participate in this committee. If you 

are interested, please contact 
 Dcn John at jstorm@srdiocese.org or 

 (707) 479-5424. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 
 

RELIGIOUS RIBS! 
Tuesday January 13th  

 
GUEST SPEAKER! 

 
DOORS OPEN 6 PM 

DINNER TO FOLLOW @  7 PM    
$25.00 per person. Men only. 

*Includes 2 drink tickets and prize tick-
ets* THE BEST BBQ’d RIBS YOU HAVE 

EVER HAD ! Ribs and all the fixin’s 
Email: hsmcsr@aol.com 

  

HOLY SPIRIT MEN’S CLUB 

“PASSIONATE POLENTA”  
Holy Spirit Hall 

Friday, January 23, 2026 
Doors open 6 PM,  

Dinner served @ 7 PM 
Everyone is invited!   
$30.00 per person.  

Polenta, stew, salad, garlic 
bread. No Host Full Bar.  

Tickets on sale after mass.  
NO TICKETS AT THE DOOR. 

Limited to 150 People 
Email: hsmcsr@aol.com 

ICF SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Italian Catholic Federation is 

 offering $500 scholarships to high school 

graduates, Class of 2026. You are eligi-

ble if you are a Catholic, have a 3.20 

GPA and any Italian ancestry. To receive 

an application, visit our website: 

www.ICF.org or call (888) ICF-1924. 

Passionate 
polenta 

mailto:jstorm@srdiocese.org

